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Essays on Truth and Error. 
No. IL. 


ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


A FEW remarks have been 
made on the importance of the 
truth, and the danger of error, in 
religious concerns. We hope the 
readers of the Monitor are inter- 
ested in this subject, and are of- 
ten enquiring whatthe Lord our 
God hath said: guarding against 
the wiles of the arch deceiver. 
Our next inguiries are, what is 
truth ? and, what zs error? 

But in answering these enqui- 
ries, it is obvious we need some 
standard or rule, by which we 
may try opinions or asserticns. 
We hesitate not to say that, on 
divine subjects, the Bzdle is the 
only standard ; and that the au- 
thority of this is sufficient and de- 
cisive. 

Some, we know, have denied 
that the scriptures are from God. 
But in this publication it is proba- 
bly unnecessary to repeat the 
common and unanswerable argu- 
ments by which they are suppor- 
ted. We write for those who 
know the scriptures, and who ad- 
mit them as the revelation which 
Jehovah has condescended to 
Make to mortals. And indeed it 
Ss not usual for the father of lies 


to deny their authenticity, in his 
recent attempts against them. 
His device now is to allow men 
to believe them, and then pervert 
them: Aswhena party admits 
a witness to testify against him, 
and then by subtle arts destroys 
the effect of his testimony. We 
should be careful not only that 
we hear the scriptures speak for 
God, but that we receive with 
meekness the engrafted word,and 
not wrest it to our destruction. 
Some who read these pages may 
be in danger of receiving wrong 
ideas from the scriptures, through 
prevalent but erroneous modes of 
explanation. It shall be our ob- 
ject in the present number to 
point out some methods of inter- 
preting scripture which ought to 
be avoided and to notice briefly 
the pruper mode. “Knowing thie 
Jirst that no frrofihecy of the scrifi- 
ture is of any firtvate interfireta- 
tion.”* 

The scriptures are certainly 
written for ourinstruction. God 
hath condescended to use lan- 
guage adapted to our capacities. 
It is our part to read, believe, and 
obey. And ail things essential 
are so Clearly made known, that 
we are perfectly without excuse 
if we do not understand. We 
should pray for the teaching of 
the holy spirit, and compare spir- 
itual things with spiritual. But 
under the influence of a righ* 
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temper of heart, we are to em 
ploy our natural powers in gain- 
ing a knowledge of the scriptures, 
as of any other writings. Let not 
each one have a private, separate, 
and mysterious construction, ac- 
cording to his own fancy or feel- 
ings. But let the scriptures be 
construed fairly, reasonably, con- 
sistently, and epenly, on the prin- 
ciples of reason and sober judg- 
ment. 

Every man hasa right to read 
and judge tor himself; and yet 
no one is authorized to have any 
‘private interpretation.” We do 
not mean that we are bound to re- 
ceive the decisions of any man or 
body of men. Christ’s Ministers 
are to teach and exhort. But 
their rule is the word of God; 
and their instructions are to be 
regarded no farther than they are 
conformable to it. We would 
keep at the greatest distance from 
assuming a right to dictate io o- 
thers. Yet every individual in the 
world is bound, as a rational crea- 
ture,and accountable to his Judge, 
to receive the truths which He 
has revealed, precisely as He has 
maJe them known —Some direc- 
tions follow which appear proper 
and necessary on this subject. 

1. Let not reason usurp an wm 
jirofer flace. It is the province 
of :e1-on to examine the evidence 
that God has spoken, and to learn 
what he has said, according to the 
common use of language: but 
nottosit asajyudge on the truth 
itself, to approve or reject; nei- 
ther to attempt a perfect compre- 
hension of infinite subjects. Ma- 
ny do not deny that certain things 
are clearly teught in scripture,but 
reject them, because they appear 
unreasonable. Thus, though the 


scripture saith expressly, ef those 


at the left hand on the day of 
judgment, “and these shall go 
away into everlasting punish- 
ment,” you will hear men say it 
is unreasonable to suppose that 
God will punish any of his poor 
helpless creatures forever; there- 
fore they believe all will be saved. 
Although the scriptures represent 
Christ as God over all, some 
think it unreasonable that he who 
was born of Maryis the eternat 
God; therefore they deny it O- 
thers say it is very unreasonable 
to suppose that God hath chosen 
his vessels of mercy to eternal life, 
and left othersto perish in their 
sins ; although Paul by the holy 
spirit says, God has mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.” O- 
thers reject the idea that the holy 
Spirit is the sole author of the 
new birth withuut the co-opera- 
tion of the sinner, because, say 
they, man is a moral agent, but 
this doctrine would make him a 
mere machine. Yet the «cript- 
ures assert that believers are 
‘ born,not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, butof God; by the wash- 
ing of, regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the holy Ghost.” In- 
deed there is not one of the offen- 
stve truths of the bible, which 
has not been rejected, or violently 
explained into nothing by carnal 
men, because to them it appeared 
unreasonable. Thus doctrines 
are rejected which are the fruit of 
the eternal wisdom of God, which 
are revealed, (and acknowledged 
to be revealed,) in the scriptures, 
which are plain to him that spir- 
itually understands, and which 
have been cordially embraced by 
some of the wisestofmen. The 
coctrines of scripture surpass our 
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comprehension ; but they do not 
contradict our reason,when right- 
iy understood. To reject a reve- 
lation of God on this account is 
like the conduct of a servant who 
will net do what he is bidden, 
because he does not understand 
ail his master intends, nor see 
precisely how the thing comman- 
ded will promote an object in 
view. Shall masters afier the 
flesh have the privilege of obedi 
ence from their servants without 
explaining every subject, or com- 
municating all their plans, and he 
who is infinite in wisdom and au- 
thority be denied the same pre~ 
rogative? It is surely the duty 
of men, of creatures, of sinners, 
finite and blind, when by reeson 
they are cenvinced that God has 
spoken, to receive his words with- 
out gainsaying or resisting. 

The conduct of those who in- 
sist on comprehending, before 
they believe, is extremely pre- 
sumptuous & inconsistent. Why 
do they not adopt the same prin- 
ciple in common affairs? On 
this principle, I do not breathe ; 
for | know very little of the na- 
ture and properties of air, or of 
the office and operation of the 
lungs. Onthis principle, I have 
no soul; for I never saw a spirit, 
andI can form no idea of the 
manner of its existence and its 
connection with my body. On 
this principle'grass does not grow 
inthe field, nor the rain descend 
from the clouds of heaven. For 
I know not the manner of their 
production. Must we reject the 
mysteries of revelation because 
they are incomprehensible? First 
let us explain the mysteries of na. 
ture ; first let us fully understand 
the most common and familiar 
objects around us, Else !et us be 
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consistent; and, as we believe” 
our senses and the testimony of 
men, where we have not a perfect 
cumprekension, so let us give 
credit to the positive declarations 
of Him who cannot reveal him- 
self fully unto His creatures, who 
conceals His brightest glories in 
condescension to our weakness, 
and who has taught us enough fo 
enrapture, to save, and to bless 
us forever. 

2. Let us not dend the declara- 
tions of scripture to our frevious 
notions and oftinions. ‘Shis meth- 
od of peryerting the truth is allied 
to the former, but distinct from 
it. Some men look at scripture 
without any special attachment to 
a human system or sentiment, but 
under the influence of pride and 
carnal reasoning. Others, having 
gained ideas from some other 
source, read the word of God, 
rather to maintain their sentiment 
than to inguire after the mind of 
the Lord. Under the influence of 
these fvelings a man passes over 
or explains away What appears 
notto favor him, and hastily ap- 
plies to the support of his tenets 
those passages which only seem 
to favor it, or which will possibly 
admit of such a construction — 
The danger of making this use of 
scripture is very great, and much 
increased by the secret Impercep- 
tible manner in which a partiality 
to an agreeable sentiment will op- 
erate upon the understanding. 

3. Do not take detatched sen- 
tences or passages, viewed as 
disconnected with other passages, 
to ground your sentiments upon 
them. This toois a commen but 
very erroneous methed. Few 
people attend to the object which 
the sacred writer has in view, or 
read enough at one time to appre- 
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hend the meaning of a passage in 
connection with those which pre. 
cede and follow it. Hence diffi- 
culties often arise even in pious 
minds, which would be resolved 
by a more careful attention, and 
more enlarged acquaintance with 
the bible. Hence many doctrines 
are embraced, and supposed to be 
taught in scripture whichthe holy 
Ghost never designed to teach. If 
this were a proper method, any 


thing however absurd might be 


proved from the holy writings. 
Thus by one short verse in the 
15th Chapter of the Ist of Corin 
thians the doctrine of universal 
salvation would be proved beyond 
controversy. 22d ver. * For as 
in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive ” 
Christ came to give his people 
eternal life, or everlasting salva. 
tion. All mankind die in Adam, 
The Apostle makes life as exten- 
sive as death ‘Therefore all 
mankind will have eternal life. 
But attend to the connection of the 
passage, ond you will perceive 
that the A postle’s subject through. 
out the Chapter ts the resurrection 
of the body By being “ made a. 
live” therefore inthe text he in- 
tends only the resurrection of the 
body, and shews that all will rise 
from their graves in Christ, as all 
die in Adam. He therefore leaves 
full room for an eternal separation 
to be made after the resurrection; 
and we see how that other passage 
3s true where it is declared that 
** some shall awake to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and ever 
Jasting contempt ” So2Cor 3, 
17, “ and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty,” is often 
urged to justify practices which 
tend not to edification, and which 
a God of peace, and not of confu- 


sion, has not justified. By the 
connection it is easy to see that the 
Apostle, speaking of the unbe- 
lieving Jews, represents them as 
having a veil on their hearts, 
when they read their scriptures, 
even tillthat day, though Christ 
had come a light into the world, 
accomplishing the predictions of 
their scriptures. ‘ Nevertheless,’ 
says he, “whenit (i. e. the heart 
of the Jews,) shall turn to the 
Lord, the veil shall be taken 
away.” He adds, * now the Lord 
is that Spirit,” meaning the spirit 
he had mentioned in the first part 
of the chapter, who was able to 
take away the veil, and even to 
turn their hearts to the Lord. 
“And where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty ” Where 
the Spirit of the Lord does come 
and dwell, there is “derty, or free: 
dom fiom the dominion of blind- 
ness of mind, and from the re- 
straint of the veil upon the heart. 
How totally different is this inter. 
pretation from the other. 
Voexpose the impropriety of 
such a method we need only ap- 
ply it tocommon affairs I prom- 
ise my neighbor thus—* if you 
will labor for me today, I will 
give youa dolla:.”—He does not 
labor, but comes to me at night 
demanding a dollar, and pleading 
my promise. I refuse. He quotes 
my words “ I will give you a dol- 
lar” I insist that they were 
connected with other words, and 
in that connection were not a 
promise without a condition. He 
is not satisfied, but reports that I 
have broken my promise, and 
that lama liar. But in this casé 
every one who is informed of the 
real engagement will perceive 
that Ae isa liar andnotIl How 
will sinners at the judgment seat 





pe* 


e- 
rt. 


of 


ne 


il 
ot 
ht 
1g 
cs 
1. 





be overwhelmed with confusion, 
who have relied on the promises of 
the gospel, without forsaking 
their sins ; who have trusted in 
the grace that bringeth salvation, 
but have overlooked God’s holy 
and condemning law; having 
wrested the scriptures to their 
own destruction and made God a 
liar ! 

4. Donot make your own ex- 
ferience orthat ef others a rule 
for interpreting scripture. It is 
true that real believers know the 
truth, for they are taught of God. 
It shews them their own charac- 
ter so clearly, it points out to 
them such a necessary and ade- 
quate remedy, it is so adapted to 
all their various wants, it has such 
a living power to lead them to re 
pentance, to duty to God, and sal- 
vation, that they cannot doubt it 
‘This experience is to them the 
most convincing of all sources of 
evidence in favor of the scriptures. 

But the particular dealings of 
God’s Spirit with them, especial. 
ly in their conversion, should not 
be, though they often are, made 
a standard of truth in the abstract, 
and a rulein judging of others. 
The reason of this is obvious. 
Though the result of the opera- 
tions of the Spirit is the same 
in all believers, yet there is 
a great diversity of operations 5 
not to say that it is often 
very uncertain whether our own 
feelings are the fruit of his influ.- 
ence,or not. Itis manifest that 
all must be tried by the word, or 
the truth taught in scripture. 
Therefore, the word is the stand- 
ard or criterion, and not the ex- 
perience or feelings of men. 

When experience is compared 

with scripture, it-often illustrates 

it, and enlarges our views of the 
truth there taught, 
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People often say, I can testify 
for this, and against that, for it a- 
grees with my experience and 
feclings, or differs from them. 
In acertain sense this is proper 
and useful. We receive the wit- 
ness of men, when it coincides 
with what we have learnt from 
the fountain of light. But the 
witness of God is greater. <A true 
and enlightened Christian will not 
look within himself, or to others, 
for his rules of life and peace. 
J here is no such private interpre- 
tation. It is granted you must 
know the truth for yourself, if ev- 
er you are saved. You must find 
the seal and image of the truth on 
your heart, but the truth itself is 
in the word of God. 

5, Do not make mysteries where 
there are none. This method is 
the reverse of that where men 
blindly follow carnal reason, and 
reject all they cannot comprehend. 
In their humble acquiescence in 
the word of Jehovah, and their 
reverence for things sacred, some 
have erred, by endeavoring to find 
a mystical sense in the plainest 
psssages. Many parts of the ho- 
ly writings respectinvisible spirits, 
eternal scenes, other worlds, and 
the deepthingsofGod But what 
is revealed on these subjects oth- 

erwise unknown, is often convey- 
ed in plain and familiar language. 
And though the scriptures abound 
in figures, they are often taken 
from common and familiar ob- 
jects. God has adapted himself 
to our capacities, and the way- 
faring man tho’ a fool need not 
wander from the way of life. We 
therefore err if we look for a spir- 
itua] sense, an occult meaning, a 
mystical allusion, in every part of 
the sacred volume. We thus give 
the bible the character of a hea- 
then oracle, dark, ambiguous, and 





mysterious, as the house of death. 
We do not honor God by thus 
distinguishing his word from oth- 
er writings. We rather impute 
to Him aconduct we should not 
wish to find in an earthly friend. 
From such an one we should re- 
ceive with much greater pleasure 
an epistle in familiar language, 
than one which should abound in 
dark hints and’ mysterivus sug- 
gestions. Some even carry this 
principle so far as to say the whole 
bible is to be thus interpreted ; 
that it is altogether in spiritual 
language, so that a plain or a lear- 
ned reader must be ever at a loss 
for the mind of God until some 
living oracle of wisdom shall in- 
struct him, and inform him what 
God intended so totally different 
from what he has said. Let us 
beware of such thoughts of Him 
who giveth us line upon line and 
precept upen precept for our in- 
struction and salvation. 

6. In connection with this cau- 


tion we add another. Do not ex- 
pect new revelations ‘This is not 


properly 2n erroneous method of 
interpreting scripture, for the sen- 
timent rejects scripture. But itis 
connected with this subject ; and 
its advocates profess a regard fer 
the sacred volume,.as suderdinate 
to the impulses of the Spirit. 
Some who embrace this senti- 
ment speak with respect of the 
bible as a useful, but inferior guide, 
while others mention it with great 
indifference or contempt. I can- 
not let the occasion pass without 
reminding the reader of the words 
of Jesus, the last time he spoke to 
mortal man. “ If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book ; and if anv 
man shall take away from the 
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words of the book of this prophe- 
cy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book.” 
The Spirit of God opens the un- 
derstanding and the heart, and 
thus by his enlightening and sanc- 
tifying influence leads the believer 
into all truth taught in scrifiture, 
while he reproves the wicked ac- 
cording to ihe word. But the 
principle of manv deluded souls 
is that the scriptures are of little 
or no use, being a dead letter ; 
that the Spirit is given to every 
man, teaches him many things 
not found in scripture, and gives 
a meaning to what is contained 
there, entirely different, it may be, 
from the natural and obvious sense 
of the words. I cannot think that 
such are led by the Spirit of God ; 
for He has completed His revela- 
tion ; their opinions and practices 
in many things divectly contradict 
Him ; and they are the sport of 
every wind of doctrine. ‘Lhey do 
not try the sferits by the word, 
whether they be of God ; but, fol- 
lowing an impulse upon their 
minds, which giveth not account 
of any of its matters, they do not 
inquire whether that impulse is 
from God, satan, or their own vain 
and wicked imagination. But 
when a man yields himself to the 
control of his own feelings or fan- 
cies, he gives himself upto the 
devil, to be led where and how he 
pleases. He invites the father of 
lies to take the key of his mind 
and heart, to open and shut, to 
admit and exclude at his pleasure. 


And where will he go whom satan ~ 


guides? He may not be led into 
immediate and open iniquity ; for 
the deluded soul might take the 
alarm. But we may be sure he 
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will be led more cautiously, but 
not less securely, in the way to 
death and hell. I never met a 
person of this description whom 
there was any prospect of convin- 
cing or enlightening while he 
held fast thiserror Where men 
will allow either reason or scrip- 
ture, you know to what standard 
you may appeal in conversation. 
But these prophesy out of their 
own heart. A thing is made 
known to them, and they are cer- 
tain itis correct, But others have 
no means of knowing it, till they 
shall condescend to inform them. 
This is a private, separate, un- 
known interpretation indeed. I 
must add, I believe it is often des- 
tructive. 

7. Do not look for a new trans- 
lation of the bible. It has been 
asserted that the scriptures as we 
now have them in the English 
language are not correctly trans— 
lated from the original tongues, 
and that, if they were, there would 
be many important alte: ations in 
the sense. This has been said 
bysome who ought to have known 
the fact, and 1s believed by some 
who have no means of knowing it. 
{t is rare that the translation of 
any book conveys in every in- 
stance frrecisely the sense of the 
original. It is allowed that, in 
some cases our English words 
have altered their meaning since 
the present translation was made; 
in other cases the sense of the 
original might de more clearly and 
hafifily conveyed ; in other cases 
of smail consequence a wrong 
idea is given. Yet we assert 


without fear of contradiction from 
any sober and candid critic in the 
languages, that ad the alterations 
of language which could fairly be 
made for the better would make no 
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alteration in one single doctrine or 
freceft. And this, notwithstatid- 
ing the great increase of bibli¢al 
researches, both by friends and 
enemies of the truth as it is in Je- 
sus. Away, then, with this vain 
pretence. 

8. Lastly, do not make a riddlés 
book, or lottery-box of your bible. 
When a sinner has been alarmed 
and convinced, and is trembling 
under a view of God’s wrath, he 
has taken up the scriptures, open- 
ed them at random, read the 
words “thy sins are. forgiven 
thee,” or some other sentence of 
encouragement, and, applying it 
to himself, as if it were a voice 
from heaven, has cried peace to 
his soul. Afterward, his life has 
proved to others if not himself 
that there was no peace, for that 
he was not truly penitent and rec. 
onciled to God. Professed Chris- 
tians (and I am afraid real ones} 
have walked in darkness, and in 
the distress of their souls have 
opened the word of God, suppos— 
ing that they might be directed 
to some word of comfort. Per— 
haps they have found it, and have 
been comforted, when an unre— 
pented sin, which had hidden 
God’s countenance from them, 
has remained and been fastened 
in their bosoms. <A person has 
frequently supposed he found di- 
rection in duty, where the course 
had been doubtful, by a similar 
proceeding. Mr. Newton con- 
fesses this fault. “In going,” 
says he, “ to undertake the care of 
a congregation, I was reading, 
Fear not, Paul, I have much fieo- 
file in this city. But T was soon 
afterwards disappointed in finding 
that Paul was not John, and that 
Corinth was not Warwick.” He 
Was not the person addressed in 
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that passage. I have no doubt 
suitable passages of scripture are 
brought to our notice without our 
search, and when we open the 
holy volume at random. But I 
also believe it is tempting God, if 
we expect Him to give us direc- 
tion in this way in every case of 
doabt and perplexity ; and that 
we are extremely liable to awlul 
mistakes end perversions if we 
use this method, and receive a 
eomfortable passage, or follow a 
direction thus found, because it 
suits our feelings, seems apropos 
to our case, or come to us unex—- 
pectecly. We ought rather to 
inquire whether we are of the 
character and in the circumstan- 
ces of those to whom the passage 
was Originally directed ; whether 
if we take the comfort, or fullow 
the direction it gives, we shall act 
consistently with other duties, 
other scriptures, and the spirit 
and example of Christ. We 
should regard, not the manner of 
our finding a text, nor its partial 
adaptedness to our situation ; but 
the real intention of the Spirit of 
Godinit. Then, if it applies to 
us, and tends to humble us, lead 
us from sin, to glorify God, and 
promote the spiriiual good of 
men,we maylawluily suppose that 
the passage belongs tous. But 
it cannot be too deeply impressed 
on our minds, that, by an incau 
tious application of passages, 
saught at random, or casually 
brought to our minds we are liable 
to great and dangerous mistakes. 
Satan undoubtedly has power to 
open the leaves at a particular 
place, or suggest in this and other 
Ways, Passages which suit his 
purposes. God may justly leave 


us to misapply his word, if we are 
not careful to know and do his 
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will, comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual, but look for some- 
thing equivalent to a voice from 
heaven when he has given us suf. 
ficient direction, and when per- 
haps our doubt or perplexity ari. 
ses from having neglected to read 
his word, and to treasure it up in 
our hearts. 

We must maintain the purity, 
the sufficiency, and the authority 
of the scriptures against the in- 
ventions of such as are wise in 
their own conceit, against all the 
delusions of fanaticism, and all the 
suggestions of the deceiver. Let 
us try every thing we hear, read, 
or think, ty the sacred canon. 
Let plain good sense and sober 
reason De our interpreters of its 
language. But let us remember 
to open our Aecarts to the truth ; 
for “ with the Aeart man believ- 
eth.” 

Reader, perhaps you are in 
doubt concerning some things ; 
but is there not enough plain to 
him that is willing to understand 
to convince him of sin, to turn 
him from the evil, to lead him to 
live continually on the free grace 
and fullness of the great God his 
only Savior, and to glory in bis 
holy name as all his salvation and 
ali his desire ? Whatever doubts 
may exist on some points, is it not 
evident that you and I are lost, 
guilty, and polluted sinners, in 
infinite need of the grace of the 
Redeemer? It appears to me 
that if any one can doubt this, he 
was born blind, doubts his own 
existence, and will not believe 
himself. 
who dies impenitent must lie 
down in sorrow! It must be se, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. Does one of my fellow- 
sinners, who isin this alarming 





Is it not evident that he ~ 
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state, read these lines? Beloved 
soul, let me reason with you. Is 
it not true that now is the accepi- 
ed time, that now is the day of 
salvation? [tis ; for you are not 
sent to hell, and the gospel still 
invites you Is it not true, that 
Jesus is ready to receive you? It 
is; for he says, him that cometh 
unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out; and many a poor, fost, 
wretch like yourself hath cried 
unto the Lord, and he Aath heard 
him, and delivered him-cut of all 
his trouble. Is it not true that 
this Lamb of love will be angry, if 
you refuse him, and will soon 
swear in his wrath that you shall 
never see his rest? It is; for al] 
men will allow that slighted abus- 
ed love should not be offered to us 
forever; and reason and scripture 
ayree in this, that those enemies 
ef Christ, that would not that he 
should reign over them, should be 
brought forth, and slain before 
him ; and that then there will be 
none to deliver out of his hand. 
Loday, then, if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart, but 
accept his love, 
VERAX. 


Mr. Eprror, 

It is, no doubt, known to many of 
your readers, that about the years 
‘741 and 2, there was a very great 
wud general revival of religion 
throughout New-England. But per- 
hi aps some, who are acquainted with 
this fact, have not been informed, 
that in 1743 a large number of min- 
isters assembled in Boston in order 
‘0 give a united and public testimo- 
ulal to this work of divine grace. I 
nave in possession the result of the 
a of this assembly, enti- 
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“The Testimony and Advice of 
an Assembly of Pastors of Churches 
in New-England, at a meeting in 
Boston, July 7, 1743; occasioned 
by the late happy Revival of Reli- 
gion in many parts of the land: To 
which are added Attestations con- 
tained in Letters from a number of 
their brethren, who were providen- 
tially hindered from giving their 
presence.” 

From this document I transcribe 
for the Monitor such parts as appear 
most interesting, and best adapted to 
give your readers an idea of the 
work, to which it relates. 

“‘ If it is the duty of every one, ca» 
pable of observation and reflection, 
to take a constant religious notice oi 
what occurs in the daily course of 
common providence; how much 
more is it expected, that those events 
in the divine economy, wherein 
there is a signal, display of the pow- 
er, grace, and mercy of God in be- 
half of the Church, should be obser- 
ved with sacred wonder, pleasure, 
and gratitude ?—Nor should the 
people of God content themselves 
with a silent notice, but publish with 
the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of 
all lis wondrous works.” 

** More particularly, when Christ 
is pleased to come into his Church 
in a plentiful effusion of his Holy 
Spirit, by whose powerful influen- 
ces the ministration of the. word is 
attended with uncommon success, 
salvation-work carried on in an em- 
inent manner, and his kingdom, 
which is within men, and consists in 
righteousness and peace and joy wm the 
H ‘oly Ghost, is notably advanced,— 
this is an event, which, above all 
others, invites the notice, and be- 
speaks the praises of the Lord’s peo- 
ple, and should be declared abroad 
for a memorial of the divine grace ; 
—as it tends to confirm the divinity 
of a despised Gospel, and manifests 
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fle work of the Holy Spirit im the 
application of redemption, which too 
many are ready to reproach ;—and 
as it tends to enliven the prayers, 
strengthen the faith, and raise the 
hopes of such as are waiting for the 
kimegdem of God, and the coming on 
of the glory of the latter days.” 

‘* For these and other reasons, 
we, whose names are hereunto an- 
nexed, pastors of churches in New- 
England, met tegether in Boston, 
July 7, 1743, think it owr indispen- 
sable duty, (without judging or cen- 
puring such of our brethren as cannot 
at present see things in the same 
ight with us) in this open and con- 
junct manner to declare, to the glo- 
ry of sovereign grace, our full per- 
suasion, either trom what we have 
seen ourselves, or received upon 
credible testimony, that there has 
been a happy and remarkable Revi- 
val ie eligion wn many parts of this 
land, through an uncommon divine 
influence } : after a long time of great 
decay and deadness s, and a sensible 
and very awful withdraw of the Ho- 
ly Spirit from his sanctuary among 
us,” 

‘The present werk appears to be 
remarkable and extraordinary, 

On account of the numbers wrought 
upon :—We never before saw so 
imany brought under soul-concern, 

and with distress making the inqui- 
ry, what must we do to be saved ? 
And these, persons of all characters 
and ages : 

With regard to the suddenness and 
quick progress of it :—Many persons 
and places were surprised with the 
gracious visit together, or near about 
the same time ; and the heavenly 
influence diffused itself far and wide, 
like the light of the morning : 

Ilse in respect © of the degree of ope- 
ration, both in the w ay of terror 
and in a way of consolation ; atten- 
ded jn many with unusual bodily 
effects,” 


‘** With respect to numbers oj 
those, who have been under the in- 
pressions of the present day, we 
inust declare there is good ground to 
conclude they are become real 
Christians ; the account they give 
of their conviction and consolation 
agreeing with the standard of the 
holy scriptures, corresponding with 
the experiences of the saints, and 
evidenced by the external fruits of 
holiness in their lives ; so that they 
appear to those, who have the near- 
est access to them, as so many epis- 
tles of Christ, written not with ink, 
but by the Spirit of the living Avod, 
attesting to the genuineness of the 
jfesent operation, and representing 
the excellency of it.” 

In their Advice, they say ; ‘* We 
would, therefore, in the bowels oi 
Jesus, beseech such as have been 
partakers of this work, or are zeal- 
ous to promote it, that they be_ not 
ignorant of satan’s devices ; that 
they watch and pray against errors 
and misconduct of every kind, lest 
they blemish and hinder that, which 
they desire to honor and advance. 
Particularly, that they do not make 
secret impulses on their minds, 
without a due regard to the written 
word, the rule of their duty ;” 

* That, to avoid Arminianism, 
they do not verge to the opposite 
side of Anti-nomianism ;” 

* That laymen do not invade the 
ministerial offee, and, under a pre- 
tence of exhorting, set up preach- 
ing ;”” 

** That ministers do not invade 
the province of others, and in ordin- 
ary eases preach in another’s parish 
without his knowledge, and against 
his consent ; 
we would have ministers shew their 


regard to the spiritual welfare of 


their people, by suffering them to 


partake of the gifts on graces of 


able, sound, and zealous preachers 





tho, at the same “time,” 
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of the word, as God, in his provi- 


dence, may give opportunity there- 


for on 

‘That people beware of enter- 
taining prejudices against their own 
pastors, and do not run into unscrip- 
tural separations ;” 

“ That they indulge not a dispu- 
tatious spirit, which has been atten- 
ded with mischievous effects ; nor 
discover a spirit of cbnsoriousness, 
uncharitableness, and rash judging 
of the state of others ;” 

« And while we would meekly 
exhort both ministers and Christians, 
-o far gs is consistent with truth and 
holiness, to follow the things, that 
make for peace, we would most ear- 
nestly warn all sorts of persons not 
to despise these outpourings of the 
Spirit, lest a holy God be provoked 
to withhold them, and instead there- 
of to pour out upon this people the 
vials of his wrath, in temporal judg- 
ments and spiritual plagues ; and 
would call upon every one to im- 
prove this remarkable season of 
crace, and put in for a share of the 
heavenly blessings so liberally dis- 
pensed.” 

Signed by ‘* Samuel Moody, Pas- 
tor of the First Church in York,” 
and by fifty-two others, among 
whom was Thomas Smith, pastor 
of a Church in Falmouth. Fifteen 
other ministers concurred with this 
testimony for the substance of it, om 
excepting against that article of itin- 

rancy, or ministers and others in- 
truding into other,ministers’ parishes 

vithout their consent, which great 
disorder, say they, we apprehend 
not sufficiently testified against 
therein.” 

Numerous written attestations 
were sent in by those, who could not 
attend the assembly in person. I 
make a few quotations from one, 


which purports to be ‘* From six of 
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the Rev. Pastors of the Eastern Asso- 
ciation in the county of York.” 

“We the sheotthern taking into 
serious consideration the state of re- 
ligion in our several charges, and 
throughout the land at this day, look 
on ourselv es bound in the most ex- 
press manner to declare ourselves 
with respect thereto.” 

“* And inasmuch as it incontestibly 
appears to us from what we have 
seen among ourselves and ia other 
places, that by an extraordmary di- 
vine influence, there hath been an 
happy revival of religion in our 
land; we dare not but publickly 
speak out our grateful sense thereof 
to the honor of the free and soyer- 
eign grace of God.” 

They, however, think themselves 
bound to bear joint and solemn testi- 
mony against certain *“ prevailing 
errors in doctrine and disorders in 
practice, such as, a denying the doc- 
trine of the divme decrees, justifica- 
tion by faith alone, irresistible grace 
in the conversion of sinners” &c. Kc. 

** Signed, 

Benjamin Allen, pastor of the second 
church in Falmouth. 

William ‘Thompson, pastor of the 
church in Scarboro’. 

Samuel Jefferds, pastor of the church 
in Welis. 

Joha Hovey, pastor of the church in 

Arundel. 

Nicholas Loring, . pastor of fhe 
church in Northyarmouth. 

Moses Morrill, pastor of the church 
in Biddeford.” 
“At an Association Meeting, 

Scarboro’, June 23, 1743: 

“oy. oted. that the above declara- 
tion be delivered to the Rev. Mr. 
Smith, to be by him communicated 
at discretion to the venerable Con- 
vention of ministers, who are to meet 
in Boston the day after the approach- 
ing Commencement, as the senté- 
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- ments of the Association with rela- 


tion to the present religious appear- 
alices in the country.” 
** Benjamin Allen, Moderator. 


The following note is added at 
the cose of the document. 

**'The number of pastors here sub- 
scribing and attesting to a remarka- 
ble revival of religion,thro’ an extra- 
ordinary divine influence, in many 
parts of this land, is one hundred and 
eleven. Of these, one belongs to 
the colony of Rhode-Island ; eight, 
to the provinee of New-Hampshire ; 
twelve, to the colony of Connecti- 
cui; the other ninety, to the prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts Bay. And 
there had doubtless been many more 
attestations from our brethren in 
Connecticut, if the proposal, that 
was published, had reached them 
seasonably.” The above is at your 


disposal. GAIUS. 


MISCELLANY—No. I. 


Ix pressing the importance of ho- 
ly union among real christians Mr. 
Daniel Burgess, an English Divine 
of the seventeenth century, ‘hath the 
following pithy remarks. 

“T will be-of all the body, that 
hath bu: one Head; ofthe whole so- 
ciety, that hath Christ for its Head, 
and his Spirit tor its soul.” 

“They are mischievously against 
Christ, that are dividingly for him.” 

“Twill labour to keep with all, 
as far and as longas they keep with 
God. ” 

_* “God accepts not any gifts from 
aman unreconciled to his brother. 
Pharnaces, while he was up in re- 
bellion, sent Cesar acrown; but had 
this answer sent him, that, he should 

Jirst yield obedience, and then make 
resents.” 

“‘T will believe the old Shepherds, 
who say, that when many sheep do 


push, great storms will rise: grea¢, 
storms indeed [| will expect, when 

more than a few of Christ’s flock 
turn wolves to each other.” 

“Twill value the graces of love 
and concerd, above the richest gifts 
of tongues, prophecy, and miracles. 
So shall I-always destre to agree with 
my brethren, as I desire the Lord Je- 
sus to accept of me, said Luther, as hot 
as he was. 

**{ will, in all combats, look to 
my Head. If contend I must for the. 
faith, above all things I will seek the 
honour of the Lordof it. It shall be 
by his Tule, that I will fight for his 
cause,” 

I will prefer the good of the ship 
above the good my cabin: the geod 
of the church a ve my own interest. 
If called to it by my heavenly Fa- 
ther, | will take it for duty to lay 
down my life fur the brethren.” 

**Club-law is no branch of the 
law of the Sp iru of lite in Christ 
Jesus.” 

IT will admenrsh all eyes and heads 
to mind their need of hands and of feet: 
the more knowing sort of christians, 
and of greatest gifts, to mind their 
need of the uetive christians, that arc 
ier of meanest gifts.” 


“| will ever beware of the prince of ' 


contentious devils: self is, without 
controversy, this Beelzebub.” 

“Twill not seat myse/f among tar, 
and tallow, and turpentine: Among 
men of spirits as disp osec to take ot- 
tence, as these natural bodies are te 
take tre.” : 

“ Never will I, as the Jews, fo: 
want of arguments, throw stones.” 
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Ir was not, however, Mr. Burgess"\ 


opinion, that even peace and unity 
in the church should be sought at the 
expence of the {-ithonce delivered te 
the saints. For in bis discourse on 
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jude 3,entitied contention for the truth, 
he hag the following pertinent re- 
marks. 

“ Let every thing that: hath holy 
breath, contend for the faith, even to 
its last breath.’ “ Ut it be asked, 


for what it is tut saints contend? the 


answer is, for the everlasting gospel, 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things.” 

‘* The earnestness required in the said 
contention, is the zeal and fire ofthe 
whole man.” 

‘« Stick at no cost for the true way 
of salvation: though it be one every 
where spoken against, and by 
men and devils opposed. Get and 
keep it, at any rate; part with it at 
go rate.”’ 

‘Error is a subtle harlot, anda 
bloody; if thou bestir not thyself,and 
watch, and pray, and strive, it will 
get the living-gospel out of thy bosom, 
and putin a dead and deadly one.” 

‘Let no mandeceive himself, the 
xospel is not sent to save them, that 
wrestle not for the gospel, while men 
and devi's are wrestling against it.” 

“'The vows of God are upon eve- 
ry saint. They are sworn, every 
soul of them, to stand, to live, and to 
die, by the gospel-truth.” 

‘* There is no such thing as sanct- 
Yication, but by that truth: John 17, 

17." 

Error, can no more nourish or 
save a soul, than chaff, stubble, or poi- 

on itself, can maintaina body.” 

“* They ave cloven feet, that kick a- 
gamst gospel truth: the men, that 
contend against the doctrine of God, 
are fur from the kingdom of God.” 

‘There is no mouth set against 
the truth, but it is the devilspeaketh 
through it.”?” ; 

*s The dust of gold is precious: ev- 
ery article of the christian faith is a 
jewel.” 

** No snake is to be spared, because 
its skin ts painted > ng errer is to be 
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favoured, because it has a specious 
Jorm of godliness, if it deny the pow- 
er.” 

“God made not the world to bea 
hive of drones; nor hath Christ made 
the church to be so.” 

‘Unlawful use of lawful things is 
the common bane of souls. Oxer 
and farms, shops and trades, are as 
full of spiritual dangers, as the Nile 
of Crockodiles.” 

“ The head crowned with thorns, 
hath no delicate members: they, who 
can bear no hardsiup, are not of the 
body of Christ crucified.” 

** The Lord’s prayer & the ten com- 
mandments are not to be set above the 
creed: christians are as much con- 
cerned to be sound in their judgments, 
as to be sincere in their desires, and 
clean in their doings.” 

‘* Madness is in the heart of those 
multitudes, who, though very sensi- 
ble of sin m moral. corruptions, are 
altogether senseless of sin in intellect- 
ual errors. ‘Tho’ they show a fear 
of corrupt manners, do show them- 
selves fearless of corrupt minds. As 
tho’ heresy were not damnable, as 
well as vice; and error as pernicious, 
as very profaneness.”” Hymeneus & 
Philetus make first a shipwreck of 
the faith, then of a good conscience. 1 
‘Tim. 1. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
An Observable Providence. 


Mer. Epitor, 

Tue following account of events 
‘vhich occurred a few years since is wejl 
authenticated; perhaps it will be ids 
structive. : 


A farmer in a neighboring state, 
(whom we shall call ALAzon,) was 
Visited by a friend from the place where 
he had formerly resided. He lived in a 
valley remarkably fertile, nearly enclo- 
sed by steep hills, which constantly re- 
plenished it with their fatness. God 
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had greatly blessed him in his basket 
and store, and all the labor of his hands. 
His heart was lifted up not with thank- 
fulness, but with pride. He told 
his friend of his riches, and took 
him out to view his possessions. He 
boasted of his fruitful fields, his abun- 
dant harvesis, and hisexcellent herds, 
He pointed to a large field of very prom- 
ising corn, yet in the blade. “here,” 
said pe , ‘are fifteen acres. L would not 
thank the Almighty to insure me fifty 
bushe ‘is from every acre.” 

On the next day the heavens gathered 
blackness, the rain descended in an unu- 
sual manner, colleeted on the neighbor- 
ihe hills, and descended in torents into 
the valley. ‘the corn was washed a- 
wey, the very soil torn up, and the 
dwelling-house of the secure and inde- 
pendent At.azon swept from its foun- 
datioa, and entirely destroyed. 

We should gain instruction from eve- 
ry passing event. Such as are rather 
uncommon strike us more foreibly. f 
send yon the reflections which occur to 
my mind on this interesting story. 

i. We may here see the vanity and 
uncertainty of worldly possessions. 
What could seem to he more sccure than 
the property of ALazon? What more 
likely to endure than his prosperity? His 
property was not on the stormy ocean, 
atthe merey of the winds and waves. 
It was not treasured in a city where fire 
often destroys thousands and miHions at 
once. It consisted in lands, and in the 
expected fruits of the earth, «with those 
it had already yielded. He was saying, 
my houce shall continue forever, and 
my farm toall generations. But in that 
hour, much of his wealth was swept a- 
way by the besom of destruction. O 
why will we labor for that which is not 
bread? Why wilt thou set thine eyes on 
that which is not? 

2. Let us notice here the effects of 
prosperity on sinful, ungrateful men. 
At uniformly inflates their hearts with 
pride, as if their own wisdom and power 
had gotter them their wealth. It induces 
them to think less of their dependence & 
unworthiness than they did in the day 
of small things. It leads directly to 
carnal security, presumption, neglect of 
the soul, and casting off the fear of God. 
Axazon felt and spake as if he were 
sole author of all his possessions, and 
beld them and his own life absolutely at 


his own disposal. Many others have 
done, and are daily doing the same. 
Many, like him, are the more unthahk- 
ful, the more insolent, the more careless, 
and the nore profane, as their worldly 
possessions, increase, and as God loads 
them more profusely with his benefits. 
Thus Nesvchapnezzar walked in the 
palace of the kingdom, and said, “is sot 
this great Babylon, that I have built, 
for the house of the kingdom, by the 
might of my power, and for the honor 
of my majesty 2?” Many, very many, 
who do not make an open and profane 
boast of their riches and grandeur, and 
do not thus freely declare their in- 
dependence of the government of 
God, are nevertheless of the same 
spirit, and such sentiments and feel- 
ings are often rising in their hearts. 
It is even the universal course of man- 
kind, with: mt special & constant grace. 
As God's mercies are multiplied, they 
forget him; as his hand is manifestly op- 
ened io bless them, they consider less of 
Him and the operation of his hand. In 
the day of adversity, they consider ; but 
when they are prosperous, they cast off 
jeur, restrain prayer, trust in vanity, 
and hate his ways. The poor & destitute 
laborer is more sensible that his little all 
comes from God, than he whe is loaded 
with his benefits. Who would believe, 
till he saw the fact, that creatures were 
found,on whom the goodness of God 
had this tendency, to drive them from 


him, and cause them to uimultiply their 


transgressions against Him? ‘The facet, 
that this is common with men, is a clear 
proof and sufficient in itself, that all men 
have gone out of the way, that they are 
enemies of God, and dead in trespasses 
and sins. 

3. Let hs learn ‘that, though the 
wicked prosper, yet there is verily a 
God that jadges in the earth, and takes 
notice of all that isdone among men. 1 
say let uslearn this,for we are all,like A- 
1.470N, extremely liable to be ignorant 
of it or forget it. Men who are enemies 
of God say within their hearts, the 
Lord shal! not see, neither shall the God 
of Jacobrezard. But the wicked can- 
not go from his spirit, neither flee from 
his presence. And tho? he delays his 
judgments, being slow to anger; and 
waits to be gracious till the guilty 
wretches scoff at iis word, say he delay- 
eth his coming, and will never arise to 
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judgment ; yet he will come , and will 
not tarry. Sometimes in this world, as 
in the case before us, he punishes daring 
iniquity with ignal vengence : often in 
the course of his common providence 
Joes he afflict and distress those who for- 
cet him. But for many he reserves the 
vengeance due to their crimes till that 
day “of the revelation of his righteous 
iudzment, When every work shall be 
brought into light, with every secret 
thing, even the counsels of the heart 
be made manifest. It is not so much 
His method to notice with special judge 
ments any daring iniquity now, as it 
was under the ancient dispensation. 
Yet he sometimes does, that the wicked 
may see that he is not slack concerning 
his promise, and that they may not for- 
cet a judgment to come. Often does 
the careless sinner find his punishment in 
hat thing wherein he had sinned. A- 
L4Z0N boasted profanely of his riches, 
and his riches took to themselves wings 
and flew away. Perhaps if we knew 
ihe secret lives and the hearts of men we 
could perceive such a coincidence much 
more frequently than we do. But sure- 
ly it is evident in this and all other tem- 
poral judgments, that God is angry with 
ihe wicked every day, and that he will 
by no means clear the guilty, without 
repentance in that day when it will be 
seen not only that our God is a consum- 
ing fire, but that the Lamb who bled 
for sinners is angry with them, and that 
mercy. joins with justice in saying cut 
them down, « hy cumber they the 
cround? QO let the goodness of God 
lead usto repentance; and his judz- 
ments in this life induce us to flee from 
ihe wrath to come and lay hold on ev- 
erlasting life. Then shall we have 
riches which cannot be taken from us 
a habitation whieh cannot be swept a- 


way, pleasures which will never take off 


our hearts from God. 


\ Mr. M in the county of C 5 
who sustains a fair christian reputa- 
tion, and is a very judicious man, /re- 
lated to me, a few months since, the 
following interesting story. You may 
rely onitstruth. By inserting it in 
the Christian Monitor, you may con- 
fer a benefit on those christians, who 
indulge a complaining spirit under ad- 
verse providences, and will oblige 

A CORRESPONDENT. 
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“ Neanzy twenty years ago, after. 
I had been a professor of religion a} 
considerable time, I wounded my-~ 
self by the stroke of anaxe, and was 


obliged to confine myself to my. 


house for a numberof weeks. Under 
my confinement, I was quite impa- - 
tient. I did not regard the wound 
as inflicted by the hand of God, nor 
was [ humbled by it. My thoughts 
were much engrossed by worldly 
concerns. To a neighbor ;vho call- 
ed to see me, | one day said, with 
self-confident and unsubmissive 
spirit, ‘“‘when [do get out, I will 
redeem the time,’’—meaning, that 
by more vigorous exertions | would 
perform as much labor, as tho’ I had 
not been confined. As soon as | 
was able to go abroad, and sooner 
than I could do it with prudence, f 
applied myself to work with great 
ardor, and “pursued it incessantly for 
a number of weeks. Ione day went 
into the woods, with two of my 
neighbors, to provide myseli with 
fuel. i had fallen a tree, and was 
cutting on the trunk, having my back 
turned towards one of my compan- 
ions, who was also falling a tree.— 
He didnot apprehend I was in dan- 
ger, believing the tree would fall in 
the opposite “dit ‘ection, and suppo- 
sing, if it should. not, that I was out 
of its reach. In both opinions he 
was mistaken. My other compan- 
ion saw the tree coming directly 
upon me, and gave me the alarm. 
| had scarcely time to turn myself 
round, and to move a foot or two 
from my position, when one of the 
upper branches struck me, and pros- 
trated me to the earth. The bone 
of one of my arms was fractured by 
the blow. This was the only ma- 
terial injury I received; but if I had 
remained in my position, | should 
have beey killed on the spot; for 
the body of the tree would have 
k ey actly on mv head.—As 


struck 








SS a al = - _ oe ~ 
Mn eee te se su Se 


re 


oS oa 7 * - 
~~ ae Ae one ees ~ = 
a - a - _ a 
vial _ _ 2 2 x Pas: _> 
me wt re 8 x ese eee aan antes - . - 
SE Sr os = 
A « 


sine sea 
Se ae 


~~ ee 


- ae ee x 


Bo 



































‘soon as ] aroze irom the earth, and 
came to my recollection, these words 
addressed themselves to my mind, a& 
tho’ coming directly from heaven, 
‘whose time have youredeemednow”? 
I saw no shape andheard no voice ; 
but the question was to meas real, 
as tho’ it had been audible, and it 
penetrated my very soul. God at 
once seemed to surround me. His 
chastising hand was visible. I had 
such a sense of the evil of the sin I 
had committed, as is not to be de- 
scribed. 1 was ashamied, astonish- 
ed, andconfounded. Such was the 
distress of my soul, that I was not 
conscious of bodily pain. It was 
with difficulty [could speak,ot refrain 
from crying aloud. My neighbors 
proposed to accompany me to my 
home, which was distant about two 
miles; but I declined their proposal, 
telling them I was able to go with- 
out their help. Guilt and shame 
still oppressed my spirit; and I was 
Bo sooner alone, than | gave vent to 
my feelings by weeping—This 
providence, I have reason to be- 
heve, was designed for my | good. It 
was long before the impression it 
produced, was removed from my 
wind. {trust it was truly sanctifi- 
ed tome. It cured me of that repi- 
ning, and, in some degree, of that 
worldly spirit, which ¢ { before felt, 
and brought me to a closer and more 
humble walk with God. I have rea- 
son to bless Him.-for the visitation:” 


Mir. Eviror, 

THe question has been asked me 
several times of late, what are we 
to understand by the good Olivetree, 
Rom. 11,17. Should you think the 
following remarks calculated to be 
useful, they may be published in the 
bristian Monitor. B.N. 


It is 2common, but just, remark, 
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that the scriptures are the best ex 
positor of the scriptures. In ex- 
plaining them, we ought then to 
compare e spiritual things with spirit 
ai things, in order to find out their 
true import. And he is hardly to be 
trusted as an expositor, who will not 
do this. 

It is also to be observed, that 
when an attempt-is made to puta 
new, or unusual construction upon 
any phrase, or passage, to answer a 
particular purpose, ita is very sus- 
picious circumstance. For the 
scriptures should not be wrested to 
support our sentiments ; but our sen- 
timents should bow to the authority 
of the scriptures: And he, who will 
not yield his sentiments, however 
plausible, to such authority, has lit- 
tle claim to the christian character. 
“Tothe law and to the testimo- 
ny: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is ne 
light in them.”’ Isai. 8, 20. 

‘These introductory remarks being 
made, let us consider the question ; 
What is meant by the good Olive- 
tree? Rom. 11, 17. 

Some profess to believe that by the 
good Olive-tree is intended the Lord 
Jesus, the Head of all divine influ- 
ences. Is this sentiment correct ’ 
In the first place, let it be observed, 
that there is no other passage in the 
Bible, where Christ is called an O- 
live-tree. Why then should we 
suppose, that he is intended in this 
passage ? Secondly, If Christ be 
the Olive-tree, then some men do 
by nature belong to him. For the 
Olive-tree has natural branches ; 
branches, which have grown up 
with it, and are distinguished from 
those branches, which are grafted 
inio it. But those, who hold that 
Christ is the good Olive-tree, will 
hardly adinit, that he has any natur- 
al branches ; any that belong to him 
as branches, betore they were grafe 
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edin. Thirdly, If Christ be the 


‘good Olive-tree, then those, who are 


in him, may be broken off, and per- 
ish. Forsome of the natural branch- 
es were broken off, and the branch- 
es, Which were grafled in, are liable 
to be treated in the same manner. 
But must we give up the doctrine of 
the final perseverance of the saints, 
to support a favorite point? Is there 
a christian, who does not shudder at 
the thought ? 

Fourthly. If Christ be the good 
Olive-tree, what is the root and fat- 
ness Of this tree? These are men- 
tioned, as being distinct from the 
tree itself. But. who will say, that 
Christ bas a root and fatness distinct 
from himself? Surely noone, who 
believes; “ that in him dwelleth all 
the ey of the Godhead bodily.” 
C ol. 2 ~s 3. 

Fitthly. The context shows be- 
youd all doubt, that Christ is ro! in- 
tended by the good Olive-tree. What 
is said respectin ig the Olive-tree is 
introduced to illustrate God’s conduct 
towards the Israelites. And as soon 
as the metaphor is dropped, they 
are again introduced by name. 
Hence, the supposition, that Christ 
is meant by the Olive-tree, can- 
not be admitted on any reasona- 
ble principle ; or by any, who con- 
sider the Apostle capable of illustra- 

ting his subject, with any propriety, 

Admitting that Christ is not in- 
tended by the good Olive-tree, what 
does it represent | ? tt represe nts the 
visible church of God. By the vis- 
ible church we mean that Body of 
men, whom God has visibly separa- 
ated from the world and taken into 
covenant with himself; to whom he 
has given his laws, statutes, and or- 
dinances ; and who visiblr ly acknowl- 

edge him as their God, obey his 
law 's, and maintain his worship. In 
this Body true believers are gener- 
ally comprehended ; but not univer- 
L 
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sally. For undoubtedly there are 
some real believers, who do not be- 
long to the visible church. And it 
is granted, that many belong to this 
Body, who are not real believers. 
Jn Christ’s own family there was a 
Judas. In the churches of Galatia 
there were some, of whom Pau! 
stood in doubt. And in the seven 
churches of Asia there were many, 
destitute of a christian spirit. It 
must then be arrogance for any visi- 
ble church to pretend, that all its 
members are truly righteous. 

The nation of Israel were separa- 
ted from all other nations to be the 
inheritance of the Lord. Levit. 20, 
24, 26; and 1 Kings, 8,55*. And 
Moses says ; ‘“‘ Thou art a holy peo- 
ple unto the Lord thy God: the 
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to 
be a special people unto himself, 
above all people that are on the face 
of the earth.” . Deut.-7,6. They 
were God’s covenant people. Gen, 
17, 7—Deut. 29, 1, 12—1 Chron. 
16,15,17. To them he gave hi: 
ews, statutes, and ordinances. Le- 
vit. 18, 4—Deut. 6, 17. And sure- 
ly there was no nation so great, tha: 
had statutes and judgmenis so right. 
eous, as all that law wach was given. 
them. ‘* To them pertained the ad- 
option, and the glory, and the cov- 
enants, and Ay giving of the law, 
and the service of God, and the 
promises.” Rom. 9,4. And they 
did publicly acknowledge Jehovah 
to be their God, promise to obey his 
laws, and engag? to maintain his 
worship. Exo. 24, 7—Josh. 24, 
24—Nehe. 9,38. To them belong- 
ed the fathers, and of them as concern- 
ing the flesh Christ came. Hence 
they were undoubtedly the visible 
church, or people, of God. All the 
marks of the visible church belong 
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to them. God did own and treat 
them as his people. And Christ 
himself did always commune with 
them, while on earth. Indeed they 
were the only people, that stood in 
any visible covenant relation to God. 
And to say, that they were not his 
visible people, is impious, when 
Moses and all the prophets have de- 
clared they were. 

But it may be said, that the great 
body of the nation were generally 
corrupt: and therefore, they could 
not be Ged’s visible people. It is 
admitted, that at times the nation 
was corrupt; but it cannot be prov- 
ed, that it was generally so. ‘There 
were seasons, when Israel was holi- 
ness unto the Lord, and there was no 
strange god among them. Jer. 2, 3— 
Isai. 43, 12.—Deut. 32, 12. In 
one of the darkest periods God had 
reserved unto himself seven thou- 
sand in Israel. And the number 
was much greater in Judah. The 
fact is, that, like other churches, 
they had their times of declension 
and their times of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. And 
should the history of any particular 
chureh of equal standing be written 
under the direction ef Him, who 
searcheth the heart, it is not certain, 
that they would appear any better 
than the Jewish church. The ques- 
tion does mot, however, rest on this 
point. It rests upon innumerable 
facts recorded in the sacred pages ; 
upon the vestimony of God, of Moses, 
and of the prophets, of Christ, and 
ot his apostles. And those, who will 
not believe such testimony, would 
not be persuaded though one rose from 
the dead. 

Having proved, that the Jewish 
nation were God’s visible people, or 
church, we shall now show, that 
they were intended by the good 
Olive-tree. 

They are expressly called an 


Olive-tree. Speaking to them the 
prophet Jeremiah says: “ The 
Lord called thy name, .1 green Olive: 
tree, fair and of goodly fruit.” Jer. 
11,16. And of Israel it is said, 
“ His branches shall spread, and his 
beauty shall be as the Olive-tree, and 
his smell as Lebanon.’’ Hosea 14, 
6. Here the Jewish church, as she 
Was in ages past, is called a green 
Olive-tree. And we are informed, 
that, in future ages, her branches 
shall spread, and her beauty shall 
be as the Olive-tree. Let the scrip- 
tures then explain themselves, and 
there can be no doubt what is meant 
by the good Olive-tree. 

2. Every circumstance, mentioned 
respecting the good olive-tree, may 
be fully explained by facts taken 
from the Jewish history, and in no 
other way. It is a fact, that Abra- 
ham, to whom the promises were 
made, was the root of that nation. 
Their relation to God, his oracles, 
and the institutions of religion, 
which they enjoyed, were their fat- 
ness. ‘The covenant was establish- 
ed with Abraham and his seed in 
their generations. Gen. 17,7. The 
children that were born, were born 
unto God. Ezek. 16,20. And he 
required that the token of the coven- 
ant should be put upon them. Gen. 
17, 10—14. ‘They were the nat- 
ural branches, the children of the 
covenant, to whom the promises 
were made. Acts, 3, 25, and 2, 
39. But many of them were broken 
off from the good olive-tree, because 
of their unbelief. This was not, 
however, the case with all. Some 
of them stood by faith. <A great 
multitude of the priests and many 
thousands of the people in Jerusa- 
lem were obedient to the faith. 
Acts 6, 7, and 21, 20. Indeed all 
the apostles, and elders, and mem- 
bers of the mother church at Jeru- 
salem were Jews by nature, and re- 
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tained their church-standing, their 
visible relation toGod. ‘They were 
the natural branches, which remain- 
ed, when the others were broken off. 
Among these natural branches, which 
remained, those gentiles, who pro- 
fessed their faith in Christ, were 
graffed in, and with them partook 
of the root and fatness of the olive- 
tree. They became visible mem- 
bers of the same Body, and were no 
more treated as aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Israel. In this 
respect the ancient practice of the 
church was in no respect altered. 
For Gentiles, who professed their 
faith in the God of Israel, and wish- 
ed to unite with his people, were 
always adopted as brethren. There 
was but one law for them, and for 
the native Israelites. Rahab and 
Cornelius were taken into the church 
on the same principles. ‘They were 
both taken from the wild olive-tree, 
and graffed into the good olive-tree 
‘mong the natural branches. This 
was also the case with all those 
gentile converts, who were added 
to the church at Jerusalem. And it 
was no less the case with all those, 
who were added to other churches. 
For they were all branches of that 
church, and constituted but one 
Body. And had the gentile converts 
been as few in proportion, as in for- 
mer times, the church ‘would still 
have been a Jewish church ; and 
no person would have conceived, 
that a new church had been formed. 
But when'the branches, which had 
been graffed in, became more hu- 
merous, than the natural branches, 
they soon began to boast against 
them. Such conduct was offensive 
io God, and he caused them to be 
broken off. And all, who despise 
the natural branches, may be broken 
off, and yet the root and fatness of 
the olive remain to support the nat- 
ural branches, when they shall be 
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grafled in again. For the time will 
come, when Zion shall not remember 
the reproach of her widowhood any 
more ; when all her children shall be 
taught of the Lord ; and the Redeem- 
er shall turn away ungodliness from. 
Jacob. Isai. 54, 4, 13, and Rom. 
11,26. Thus we see, that every 
circumstance, mentioned respecting 
the good olive- -tree, does apply to 
the Jewish church, and can never 
apply to any other Body. Hence 
we conclude, with the strongest rea- 
son, that the Jewish church is the 
good olive-tree. 

3. This conclusion is confirmed 
by the connection, in which the 
olive-tree is introduced. — 

Foreseeing, that some would infer 
from his doctrine, that God had 
cast away his people, the apostle 
states, and answers, the objection in 
the beginning of the chapter. He 
then informs us, that-God had still, 
as in the days of Elias, a remnant 
among the Israelites, who constitu- 
ted the visible church, and with 
whom thé covenant was confirmed. 
** What then, Israel [as a nation] 
hath not obtained that, which he 
seeketh for ; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blind- 
ed.” This election from the Jews 
were God’s covenant people, his 
visible church, to which the gentile 
converts were added. He then tells 
us, that the fall of the. nation, as a 
body, was not to be final.  “* I say 
then, Have they stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid ; but rather 
through their fall salvation is come 
unto the gentiles, for to provoke 
them to jealousy.” ‘To prove that 
their rejection was not to be final he 
observes ; ‘‘ If the first fruit be holy, 
the lump is also holy : and if the 
root be holy, so are the branches.” 
The gentile conyerfs are then cau- 
tioned in a solemn manner not to 
boast against the Jews. Had this 
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caution been regarded. vast iniquity 
would have been avoided. ‘* And 
if some of the [Jewish] branches be 
broken off, and those [a genti'e] be- 
ing a wild olive-tree w ert graffed in 
amongst them [w hich were not bro- 
ken off] and with them partakest of 
the root and fatnéss of the olive- 
tree ; Boast not against the [Jew- 
ish] branches : but if thou boast, 
thou bearest not the rest, but the 
root thee. ‘Thou wilt say then, 
The branches were broken off, that 
I might be graffed in. Well; be- 
cause of unbelief they were broken 
off, and thou standest by faith. Be 
not highminded, but fear. For if 
God spared not the natural branch- 
cs, take heed lest he also spare not 
thee.”?’ Who could have believed, 
that after such a solemn warning any 
hedy of gentile professors w would 
have dared to boast themselves a- 
gainst God's ancient covenant peo- 
ple? Yet the fact has becn, that 
not only the Romish church, but 
even other bodies of professed chris- 
tiams, have done it to an awful de- 
gree. But they have not done it 
with impunity.. They also have been 
eut off, and are no longer the peo- 
pie of Ged. And ali, who tread in 
their steps, must expect to be treat- 
© od in the same manner. After giv- 
ing this caution, the a apostle proceeds 
to o show, that the rejection of the 
Jews would not be final; ‘And they 
also [wko have been boroken off] if 
hey abide not still in unbelief, shall 
be graffed in: for Godis able to graff 
them in agains For if thou wert cut 
out of the Olive-tree [the gentile 
Ww —s which is wild by nature, and 
wert graffed contrary to nature inte 
4 £0 a Olive: tree: how much more 
shall these, which be the natural 
tranches, be graffed into their own 
Olive-tree ? For ] would not breth- 
ren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery (lest ye should be wise 


in part [not in full] 


in your own conceits, ) that blindness 
is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in,” or the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled. See Luke 
21,24. ‘The apostle then comes to 
his grand inference. ‘* And so all 
Israel shell be saved.” This he 
proves by refering to several ancient 
prophecies, where it is written ; 
‘* There shall come out of Zion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob. For this is 
my covenant unto them, when | 
shall take away their sins.”” And to 
explain this subject more fully, he 
observes; ‘‘Asconcerning the gospel, 
they are enemies for your sake ;_ but 
as touching the election they are be- 
loved for the fathers’ sakes. For 
the gilts and calling of God are 
without repentance.” Here the point 
is fully established, that God had 
not finally cast away his people, or 
broken the covenant, which he made 
with their fathers. For wise reas- 
ons many of them had been broken 
off from their own Olive-tree ; but a 
remnant still remained, and the whole 
nation were again to be called in. 
The Strength of Israel isnot a man, 
that he 
man, that he should repent. ‘The 
gifts and the calling of Ged are with- 
out repentance.’ 

Have we wrested the apostles 
words? Has not his reasoning been 
fairly stated? Must not every read- 
er see, that the unbelieving Jews, 
who were finally broken off, were 
natural branches of the good Olive- 
tree? Andisit not equally evident, 
that believing gentiles were graffed 
into the same Olive-tree, from which 
the Jews were broken off, among 
the natural branches, which remain- 
ed? What then was this Olive-tree ? 
Certainly it was not the Jewish na- 
tion considered as a body politic. 
For the unbelieving Jews were no 
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ore broken off from this body, 
than the believing Jews. And the 
believing E eitilen were not, in the 
ipostolic age, grafied into this body. 
What then was the good Olive-tree ? 
It was that cially church, which 
was planted on the plains of Mam- 
re. of which Abraham was the root, 
and of which as concerning the 
flesh Christcame. It was thatchurch, 
which God had chosen for his own 
inheritance, and redeemed with an 
outstretched arm. It was that chureh, 
which had her maker for her hus- 
band, which brought forth her chil- 
dren unto God, and put the token of 
his covenant upon them. It was 
Israel considered as the visible 
people of God. To this Body ev- 
ery Israelite belonged, as a natur- 
al branch, until he. was broken off. 
To this Body believing gentiles 
were admitted in the days of Moses 
and the prophets. Of this Body it 
was predicted ; that the genteles 
should come to Rais hight, that their 
seed should inherit the gentiles, and 
that kings should minister unto them. 
Isai. 60, Mg: and 54,3; and 49, 
i8 ; and 56, 8; Zach. 2, 10—12. 
And believing “aoutiles were admit- 
ted into this “Body by the apostles. 
There can then be no possible doubt, 
but that this is the good olive-tree. 
From this view of the subject sev- 
cral useful reflections may be made. 
1. The Jewish church had not 
been destroyed, and a new church 
‘ormed, when Paul wrote his epis- 
tle to the Romans. The root, and 
the fatness, and the olive-tree, and 
many of the natural branches re- 
mained the same, as they were be- 
iore. ‘The Husbandman was, ‘in- 
deed, at work, cutting off the dead 
branches, and grafling 3 in other bran- 
ches ; but he bel not cut down the 
cood olive-tree. And Paul surely 


had no idea, that he ever would do 
it. For had this been done, the 
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gifts and calling of God would not 
hase been without repentance. 

2. The Christian church is a con- 
tinuation of the Jewish church. 
The good old olive-tree remained 
uninjured in the days of the apostles. 
lt had many natural branches, that 
were “ fair and of goodly fruit ;” 
and many new branches were graff- 
ed in among them, and partook of 
its root and Exthiess: These branches 
did not bear the root ; but the root 
them. Being united to Christ, they 
were acknowledged to be Abraham’ $ 
seed, and heirs according to the prom 
ise. Hence the christian church, ne 
the apostolic age; was evidently a 
continuation of the Jewish church. 
It was the good old olive-tree, ad- 
orned with natural and ingraffed 
branches. If this tree has been cut 
down, it was not done by apostolic 
hands. And we have a right to de- 
mand by what authority it was done. 

3. The good olive-tree had nat- 
ural branches. This cannot he de- 
nied, let us call the olive what we 
please. What then were these nat- 
ural branches? 'The Psalmist says 
that the c/nldren ot those, who fear 
the Lord, shail be like olive-planis 
round about their table. Psalm 128, 
3. The children, which the church 
bore unto God, which had the token 
of the covenant upon them, were 
educated in her bosom, and parteok 
of the root and fatness of their own 
olive-tree, were the natural branch- 
es. And “ of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.”. Matth. 19, 14. 

4. Churches should be so con- 
structed, as to have natural branches. 
in the apostolic age the good olive- 
tree had natural branches. Such it 
must always have. And churches 
should be so constructed as to resem- 
ble, in this respect, the good olive- 
tree. ‘They must have natural 
branches. Here we have the pat- 
tern, which was shown us in the 
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mount, and which God himself con- 
structed. Shall we, like the apos- 
tles, copy after it, or not ? 

5. The children of believing 
Jews are now the natural branches 
of the good olive-tree, and they al- 
ways will be. ‘* For the gifts and 
the calling of God are without re- 
pentance.” They are the children 
of the covenant and of the promise, 
which God made to Abraham. The 
promise is to them, as well as to 
their fathers. They belong to their 
own olive-tree. And the token of 
the covenant must be put upon them. 
Hence, when Jehovah promises to 
bring again the captivity of Jacob's 
tents, he says; ‘* Their children also 
shall be as aforetime, and their con- 
gregation shail be established before 
me.” Jer. 30, 20. 

6. The children of believing gen- 
tiles do now stand in the same rela- 
tion to the visible church, as the 
children of believing Jews. For 
believing gentiles are no longer ali- 
ens from the commonweaith of Isra- 
el; but fellow-citizens with the 
saints. They are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise. 
They partake of the root and fatness 
of the good olive-tree. And they 
must be considered as one born in 
the land. For thus saith the God 
of Israel, ** One law shall be to him 
that is home-born, and unto the 
stranger that sojourneth among you.” 
Exod. 12, 48, 49. Hence the chil- 
dren of believing gentiles are nat- 
ural branches of the good olive-tree. 
And the token of the covenant must 
also be put upon them.” ‘Else were 
these children unclean ; but now are 
they holy.” 1 Cor. 7,14. “ For 
if the root be holy, so are the bran- 
ches.” 

7. It is dangerous resting in any 
religious privileges. The branches 
of the good olive-tree, whether nat- 
ural or ingrafted, are liable to be 


broken off. And they cannot stand 
without faith. Every branch, that 
beareth fruit, will be purged, that 
it may be more fruitful ; but every 
branch thet beareth not fruit, will 
be taken away. Hence we must 
not rest in religious privileges ; but 
improve them. 

8. Those are guilty of extreme 
ingratitude, who endeavour to de- 
grade the Jewish church, and beast 
themselves against it. Surely such 
must be wise in therr own conceits, 
They little consider, that all the in- 
valuable blessings of the gospel come 
to us through the Jewish Church ; 
and ‘that it is of their: root .and  fat- 
ness, that all gentile believers par- 
take. But they should remember, 
that they do not bear the root ; but 
the root them. “The sons also of 
them that afflicted thee, (saith God 
to his ancient church) shall come 
bending unto thee; and ail they 
that despised thee shall bow them- 
selves down at the soles of thy feet ; 
and they shall call thee, the city of 
the Lord, the Zion of the holy One 
of Israel. Whereas thou last been 
forsaken and hated, so that no man 
went through thee ; I will make thee 
an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations.” Isai. 60, 14, 15. 

9. Those, who sympathize with 
the Jews in their low estate, will 
have abundant reason to rejoice 
with them. 

They are now, indeed, scattered 
among all nations; but the Lord 
their God will turn their captivity, 
and have compassion upon them. 
‘All Israel shall be saved.” ‘Hear 
the word of the Lord, O ye nations, 
and declare it in the isles afar off, 
and say, He that scattered Israel 
will gather him, and keep him, asa 
shepherd doth his flock.” Jeremi. 
31, 10, &c. “Therefore fear thou 
not, O my servant Jacob, saith the 
Lord, neither be dismayed, O Isra- 
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el: for lo I will save thee from afar, 
and thy seed from the land of their 
captivity ; and Jacob shall return, 
and shall be in rest and quiet, and 
none shall make him afraid. For I 
am with thee, saith the Lord, to 
save thee: though I make a full end 
of all nations, whither I have scat- 
tered thee, yet will I not make a 
full end of thee.” Jer. 29, 10, 11. 
‘« Shake thyself from the dust : arise, 
and sit down, O Jerusalem ; loose 
thyself from the bands of thy neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion. For 
thus saith the Lord, ye have sold 
yourselves for nought, and ye shall 
be redeemed without money.” Isai. 
52, 2, 3—See also Isai. 60th chap- 
ter—Ezek. 38th chapter—Hosea 1, 
10, 11, and 2, 4, 5, and Zech. 12, 
6—and 14th chapter. 

Then those, who sympathize with 
the Jews in their low estate, will 
hear a voice saying unto them ; 
“ Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and 
be glad with her, all ye that love 
ber ; rejoice for joy with her, all 
ye that mourn for her. That ye 
may suck, and be satisfied with the 
breasts of her consolations ; that ye 
may milk out, and be delighted with 
the abundance of her glory. For 
thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will 
extend peace to her like a river, and 
the glory of the Gentiles like a flow- 
ing stream.” Isai. 66, 12, &c. 

Lastly. Those, who regard the 
example of Christ and his apostles, 
will not refuse to commune with a 
church because it has natural bran- 
ches. 

The good olive-tree, to which.the 
apostles belonged, had natural bran- 
ches. And Christ certainly com- 
muned with the Jewish church. In- 
deed, he was a minister of the circum- 
cision. See Rom. 15, 8. If we are 


followers of him, we shall not, then, 
reiuse to commune with a church, 
because it has natural branches. 
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And those who do refuse commun- 
ion on this ground, would not, if 
hey acted consistently, have com- 
muned with the church of God at 
Jerusalem. For this church had 
natural branches. But surely there 
is no Christian, who is prepared to 
say, that he would not commune 
with that church, to which the apos- 
tles, and elders, and brethren at Jer- 
usalem belonged. Let all, then, 
who bear the christian name, act 
consistently in this respect. 


ON PROVIDING MATERIALS FOR A, 
FUTURE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY 
OF THE DISTRICT OF MAINE. 


MR. EDITOR, 

The part of the country, in which we 
live, is new, but is rapidly rising into 
importance. Should the territory of 
the District of Maine become as popu- 
lous, in proportion to its extent, as is 
Massachusetts Propér, and should the 
churches multiply and flourish, as it may 
be hoped they will, the future Eecclesi- 
astieal Historian of New-England, will 
need to derive nv small portion of his 
materials from us. Is it not proper, 
that we should now begin to consider 
by what means they may be supplied ? 
Our churches being mostly of recent 
origin, it is obvious, that correct histo- 
ries of them to this time might easily be 
procured ; and these, by a little care 
and labor, might be regularly continu- 
ed. The object appearing to me impor- 
tant, I venture to suggest, through you, 
the following plan for obtaining it. 

Let each of the Associations in the 
District request its members to furnish 
a succinct history of the origin and pro- 
cress of the churches, of which they are 
respectively pastors, to be lodged with 
the Scribe. Let the Associations agree 
on some place of general deposit ; and 
let their Scribes be directed to transmit 
the histories lodged with them to that 
place. Perhaps a more suitable place 
of deposit could not be selected, than 
the Library of Bowdoin College, the 
Librarian of which, it is presumed, 
would be willing to take charge of them, 
and keep them for the inspection of 
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those, who might be interested to ex- 
amine them. When collected there, 
they might easily be arranged in chro- 
nological order ; and, for a trifling ex- 
pense, might be transeribed into a book 
to be procured for the purpose. 

For a regular continuation of these 
histories, let the Associations request 
their members to furnish the Scribes at 
suitable periods, at the expiration, for 
instance, of every five years, details of 
the occurrences, which appear worthy 
of being recorded, and let these be 
transmitted as before, and entered into 
the Feclesiastical Book. 

Besides the general benefit of furnish- 


RELIGIOUS IN 


From the Panoplist. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


This Society held its fifteenth annual 
meeting in Boston, on the 24th and 
25th days of May last. ‘The meeting 
was opened by singing an appropriate 
psalm, after which the Rev. Dr. 
Spring, in the absence of the Presi- 
dent, offered a prayer. The Society 
then attended to the following 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 


BRETHREN, 

The season has again returned, at 
which it is made the duty of the Trus- 
tees to report to you their doings, and 
such information as may be interesting 
and useful, in regard to the great object 
for which we are associated. 

At the last anniversary, such infor- 
mation was communicated, as had then 
been received from Mesers. Schermer- 
horn and Mills, who, under the patron- 
age, partly of this Society and partly of 
other Societies, were engaged in a mis- 
sionary tour in the western and south- 
ern paris of our country. But they had 
not then returned ; nor was the Board 
then in possession of a full account of 
their mission. As general intelligence 
for the use of missionary societies was a 
great object of that mission, and as the 
two missionaries were remarkably in- 
dustrious in collecting intelligence ; it 






ing authentic materials for the future 
historian, several collateral ones would 
arise, particularly this—ministers would 


-be excited to keep a regular record of 


church proceedings, which is now, in 
many instances, too much neglected. 

1 will only add, that the Cumberland 
Association have adopted the plan, a- 
bove recommended, so far as to have 
requested their members to prepare his- 
tories of their respective churches and 
to lodge them with the Scribe ; and they 
have found the reading of these histo- 
ries in their meetings a pleasing and 
profitable exercise. 


TELLIGENCE. 


is thought right to report a brief sum- 
mary of what, since their return, they 
have largely communicated, as the re- 
sult of their observations and inquiries. 
The summary is as follows. 

In the state of PENNSYLVANTA, west 
of the Allegany mountains, there are 
about 200,000 inhabitants ; 101 Pres- 
byterian* churches, and 57 ministers ; 
two Methodist circuits, in which are 
employed 12 itinerent preachers ; very 
few, if any Baptists; a few Halcyons ; 
and a society of Germans, who have all 
things in common, are remarkable for 
industry, sobriety and order, and have 
a preacher, zealous in directing their 
attention to divine things. In this dis- 
trict, there are two small colleges, 
whose pious instructors make it a ve- 
ry particular object to prepare young 
men for the ministry ; but the means of 
general education are scanty. The Sy- 
nod of Pittsburg, composed of Presby- 
teries partly within the district and 
partly within the adjoining state of 
Ohio, acts as a Missionary Society ; and 
expends annually, about one thousand 
dollars for missionary objects, a consid- 
erable part of which sum has been ap- 
plied for the benefit of the Wyandot In- 
dians. The churches within the limits 

* Under this name are included, not 
only the Presbyterians connected with the 
General Assembly, but also those ef the 
Associate Reformed and of the Associate 
Synod, Corenanters, end Congregation 
atists. 
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#f this Synod, are represented as having 
been remarkably blessed with effusions 
of the Holy Spirit, and as being in a 
very prosperous state ; but many thou- 
sands around them are unsupplied with 
the stated means of religion, aad are 
famishing for the word of life. 

In the state of Onto, containing a 
population of more than 330,009, there 
are 73 Presbyterian or Congregational 
churches, ool 49 ministers; between 20 
and 30 Methodist preachers, employed 
in different circuits; LO or 12 Baptist 
societies ; several societies of Friends or 
Quakers; considerable numbers of a seet 
called New Lights; a few Haleyons, a 
few Swedenburghers, and too many U- 
niversalists and Deists. ‘The district of 
this state called New Connecticut, the 
inhabitants of which are in great part 
from the states of Connecticut and Mas- 
sachusetts, has received very particular 
attention from the Connecticut Mission- 
ary Society, has heen recently favored 
with special divine influences, and on 
the whole, presents a comparatively 
pleasing and boperal aspect. In some 
other parts of the state some attention is 
said to religious institutions, and a few 
flourishing churches are established ; but 
in the state at large the means of relig- 
ion are but scantily supplied and lightly 
esteemed, and the apparent consequen- 
ces are such as might reasonably be ex- 
pected. The sabbath is awfully disre- 
carded, gross ignorance of divine things 
is general, and great laxity of morals 
prevails—At Marietta, Messrs. Scher- 
merhora and Mills succeeded in obtain- 
ing the establishment of a Bible Society, 
whichreceived the support of the pious of 
different denominations ; and by which 
three ministers were appointed to ride 
through the state to preach on the sub- 
ject, shewing the importance of such an 
institution, and soliciting subscriptions 
and donations. 

In the state of VrrGinra containing 
a population of almost a million, there 
are only about TO churches, Presbyteri- 
an or Congregational, and about 40 min- 
isters. In what is called Old Virgina, 
or the part of the state from the sea 
board back to the Blue Ridge, the Fay 
piseopal church, which formerly held a 
complete ascendancy, and was well en- 
dowed, is now in a deplorable condition. 
To about one hundred Episcopal socie- 
ties, which have still some existence, the 


M 





Annual Meeting of the Mass. Missionary Society: 89° 


number of clergyimen is compuied at less 
than thirty. Lhe societies have fora 
considerable time been dwindling, and 
the houses decaying ; and the district at 
large, comprising nearly three fourths 
of the whole population of the state, 
though traversed by itinerant Metho- 
dists and Baptists, yet exhibiis, in a re- 
ligious respect, an extensive and dreary 
wasic.—The district between the Biue 
Ridve and the Allegany mountains pre- 
sents a different aspect. With scarcely 
a seventh part of the whole population 
of the state, it Contains just about one 
half of the total number of the Presby- 
terian or Congregational churches and 
ministers; and these churches are said 
to be in a more flourishing condition, 
than any elsewhere to be found in the 
Southern States.—In the remaining dis- 
trict, comprising the counties west of 
the Allegany, there are but twelve 
Presbyterian churches and three minis- 
ters; but the Methodists and Baptists 
are considerably numerous.—In this an- 
cient and great, state there isa most 
melancholy famine of the word of the 
Lord. 

Kentucky, with a popniation of 
more than four hundred thousand, has 
91 Presbyterian churches, and 40 minis- 
ters; 20 Methodist circuits, in which 
about as many itinerant preachers are 
employed; 293 Baptist societies of dif- 
fereat descriptions, and 148 preachers ; 
two Episcopal churches ; several soci- 
eties of New Lights; a considerabie 
number of Roman Catholic societies ; 
some Shakers, Dunkers, and Universal- 
ists; and marly Infidels. Of the Bap- 
tists one entire Arsociation, comprising 
28 churches, is Arian or Sociniah. The 
Roman Catholics have a Bishop, a Col- 
lece, a Nunnery, several Chapeis in dif- 
ferent counties, and are said to be in- 
creasing. ‘The Infidels, though less open 
and bold than formerly, are neverthe- 
less active. In 1612 no less than three 
infidel publications issued from the press 
in Lexington; acopy of one of which, 
elegantly bound, was presapted to each 
men.-og of the Legislature. In this 
stage there Pe er few schools, owing, 
iteis sft, inmergft part, to a prevalent 
Baptist jp ueece, unfegily to learning. 
The mass of the people, extremely icno- 
rant, are either a irely regardless of re2 
ligion, or Jamentably blown about by 
every wind of@octrine. The Sabbath 











































90 
receives very little religious regard ; and 
intemperance, profanity, gambling and 
sewdness are prevalent vices. 

TENNESEE,, with more than 260,000 
inhabitants, has 79 Presbyterian church- 
es, and 26 ministers; 19 itinerant Meth- 
odist preachers, employed in several 
circuits ; 126 Baptist churehes, and 74 
preachers ; afew New Lights, and some 
of various other denominations. ‘The 
Presbyterian interest is increasing. In 
East Tennesee, the two Colleges, cone 
at Knoxville and the other in Green 
County, are great blessings. At the 
latter, (of which the Rev. Charles Cof- 
fin, D. D. is President,) there were sev- 
eral students preparing for the ministry, 
when our missionaries were there. In 
this district also, there has recently been 
established a Society, Missionary, Tract, 
and Bible, the only Missionary Society, 
excepting the Synod of Pittsburg, west 
of the Allegany. In relation to this 
Society, the Rev. President Coffin, ina 
letter to Mr. Schermerhorn, says, ‘For 
our Society we expect more members 
ihan means, and more ground than our 
wiissionaries can occupy. I should an- 
ticipate great good were the Massachu- 
setts Missionary Soeicty to turn some 
attention to this state. I was one who 
assisted to organize” that Society; “I 
greatly rejoice in its increase, and have 
reason to hope they will try to aid us to 
ihe extent of their power..—In West 
Tennesee, the Rev. “ Mr. Blackburn is 
of opinion, that many churches might be 
organized, if there were @ proper person 
employed in the business; and regrets 
that his time is so much occupied with 
his school, that he has no leisure to de- 
vote to this object. It might greatly 
promote religion, if some missionary 
body would employ this man in their 
service, permitting him, at the same 
time, to supply his own societies.”’—In 
ihis state at large, the prevailing vices 
are the same asin the state of Keniuck- 
y; noris the general state of society 
very different. 

In the Misstssirp1 TErrritory, 
containing about 58,000 sjinhaBitants, 
there are 6 Presbytétian -chur@heg 4 
eneire 9 itinegaur® Meyiodist preach- 

27 Baptisttharches, nd 1$preach- 
ers. “ The state of socigty in this Terri- 
tory is deplorable. "You scarcely see a 
man ride without his pistol, or walk 
without a dagger in his bosom. It is be- 
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lieved that more innocent blood is shed 
in this Territory and in Louisiana,in one 
year, than in all the Middle and Eastern 
States, in ten years.” At Natches, in 
this Territory, Messrs. Schermerhorn 
and Mills procured a Bible Society to 
be established under favorable auspices. 

‘The Inpianwa Territory, with a- 
bout 25,000 inhabitants, has one Presby- 
terian church and minister; five itin- 
erant Methodist preachers ; 29 Baptist 
churches, and 14 preachers; six New 
Light preachers, and a few Shakers. 

Is the Lutinois Territory, con- 
taining about 13,000 inhabitants, there 
are five or six Methodist preachers in 
several circuits, and about six hundred 
members of the Methodist connexion, 
and five Baptist churches containing a- 
bout 120 members. 

In the whole great extent of country, 
thus surveyed, there are not two thirds 
asimany ministers, Presbyterian or Con- 
gregational, as there are in Massachu- 
setts Proper ; but those ministers are 
generally of respectable attainments in 
knowledge, of strictly evangelical senti- 
ments, and of good reputation for piety, 
and regular devotedness to their work. 
In most of those paris, the Methodists 
& Baptists are the prevailing denomina- 
tions. ‘lhe sentiments of the Metho- 
dists, and their general character are 
inuch the same there as in other parts of 
our country. The Baptists in the wes 
tern States and Territories are in their 
sentiments extremely various. The 
better informed are said to be Calvinis- 
tic; but a very considerable proportion 

are either Antinomian or Arminian, 
and not afew are Arian or Socinian. 
Some of them have a religious regard to 
the Sabbath; but by the greater part 
the sacredness of that holy day is openly 
denied. Their preachers are not only 
unlearned, but they hold learning in 
disesteem and contempt. While they 
decry human knowledge, they pretend 
te divine inspiration. They pay great 
attention to dreams and visions, myste- 
rious impulses and impressions; and of 
tli@se the relations and experiences, up- 
on which members are admitted to their , 
“communion, in no small part consist. 
The New Lights, of whom mention has 
been made, are a sect which sprung up in 
Kentucky in 1803. Believing that the 
extraordinary work then prevailing was 
the commencement of the millenium. 
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he 


and that all mystery and obscurity in 
religion was then to be done away ; they 
gave license to their heated imagina- 
tions, and proceeded to explain the 
Scriptures, according to what they cal- 
led reason; and it is a remarkable fact, 
that a wild fanaticism in those western 
regions conducted its votaries to the 
denial of the same doctrines, and to the 
adoption of nearly the same opinions, 
as the vaunted criticism and liberality 
of other parts of Christendom have done. 
This sect, whieh for a while was numer- 
ous, is now decreasing. ‘The Halcyons 
of the West are a sort of mystics, who 
set out with the avowed design of abol- 
ishing all distinction of religious denom- 
inations, and uniting all professed Chri:- 
tians in one communion, and under one 
name. They renounce all creeds, con- 
fessions, and catechisms; and. profess to 
receive the Holy Scriptures, asa divine 
help, handed down from heaven, to aid 
their reason in forming just ideas of the 
divine cha:acter and of divine things. 
But say they, ‘We receive not the lioly 


Scriptures as the foundation of our faith 


in religion ; for we conceive that oth- 
er foundation can never be laid, equal to 
that foundation stone, which was laid 
before Joshua, (of which the Scriptures 
clearly speak,) whereon were seven 
eyes, which we conceive to be the sev- 
en communicable attributes of God.”?* 
They hold that “the office of Christ on 
earth was to explain the eternal laws of 
religion to man ;” they practice bap- 
tism indifferently by sprinkling or im- 
mersion, and decline matrimony, under 
pretence of choosing spiritual mates, 
This sect is also on the decrease. 

On the whole, throughout the States 
and territories reviewed, there is a de- 
plorable want of the preached Gospel 
and of the stated and regular adininistra- 
tion of divine ordinances ; a deplorable 
want, indeed, of all the means of good 
religious instruction ; (for but a small 
part of the people possess the Bible :) 
and therefore a loud and affecting call 
for the benevolent aid of Missionary and 
Bible Societies. The General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church has sent 
a few missionaries, from time to time, 
into these destitute regions, and the at- 
tention of the Philadelphia, New York, 
and Connecticut Bible Societies has 


*H. Enist. No. 44 and 45, Lex. 1808. 
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been turned towards them ; but unless 
much greater exertions shall be made, 
than have yet been made, by the pious 
and the liberal, it will be long before 
any adequate supply, either of ministers 
or of Bibles will be furnished to them. 

But regions of still deeper and more 
de plorable-darkness and corruption are 
now to come under review, regions but 
lately annexed to the United States. 

In the district of country, west of the 
Mississippi, called the Missours TER- 
RITORY, containing a scattered popu- 
lation of about 21,000, there are 445 
members of Methodist Societies, among 
whom six itinerant preachers are em- 
ployed ; and 180 members of the Bap- 
tist churches, with no settled preachers. 
It is estimated that about twofifths of the 
inhabitants are Americans, and the rest 
French; and both the one and the oth- 
er are in a state of extreme ignorance, 
and the greater part as visibly without 
God in the world as heathens. A Mr. 
Stephen Hampstead of St. Louis, the 
principal place in this Territory, who 
was formerly of Connecticut, in a letter 
to our missionaries, says, “ I believe the 
formation of a Bible and Tract Society, 
would be very useful hére. I have di- 
tributed a few tracts that [ brought with 
me ; and they were received with thank- 
fulness, and I trust have done good. If 
any of the Societiesin New England 
will send on some Bibles or Tracts to 
my charge, I will distribute them among 
the poor and needy, who are famishing 
for the word of life. In my interviews 
with the heads of families and officers of 
government, they have expressed a 
strong desire to have a minister of edu- 
cation, piety, morals, and talents set- 
tled at St. Louis, and that they would 
contribute liberally and continually to 
his support.” 

The stete of LovristaNna has a popu- 
lation of about 77,000 free people, and 
about 55,000 slaves. Of the free people 
it is estimated that about one fifth are 
Americans. ‘‘The settlements east of 
lakes Mauripas and Bouchantrain to 
Pearl river are few and scatiering, but 
chiefly American. ‘The settlements on 
the Mississippi are very flourishing from 
Point Coupee to some distance below 
New Orleans ; and on both sides of the 
river they present almost a contiaued 
village. The inhabitants of the upper 
part of the settlements are from Canada ; 



































: 5 K, = Oaleke s 
ane ete ere Rik nee a dln 




















































~ 
TA. A (ee 


_— Al = Geert 
2h TE, Pe a 


een eon & preg 
Se Se 
vee ee 


ay 
oa 


92 Annual Meeting of the Mass. Missionary Society. 


of the middle, Germans; and of the 
lower part, French and Spanish from 
Europe. All speak the same language, 
and are similar in habits, manners end 
religion. Jn the settlements on the 
Guiph, west of the Mississippi, the 
people are Spanish, French and Ameri- 
can. On Red River they are princi- 
pally French, and in the Washita A- 
merican. ‘The state of society in this 
country is very deplorable. The people 
are entirely ignorant of divine things, 
and have been taught only to attend 
massand count their beads. They are 
without schools, & of the French inhabi- 
tants not one in ten can read. ‘Their 
whole business seems to be, to make the 
mostthey can of their plantations, and to 
ect gain. They are not intemperate in 
dr nking, but continence is with them no 
virtue. The Sabbath to them is a 7 
holiday, and on it is committed perhep 
more actual sin, than during the w héle 
week beside. Dancing, gambling, per- 
ties of pleasure, theairic al amusements, 
dining ye ities, &e. are the common bugi- 
ness of ithe day, after mass in the morn- 
ing. Inthe whole state there is not 
ore Protestant church, unless it be a 
small one of Baptists, abort to be orgeni- 
zed at Appelousas. The Methodists have 
had itineranis up Red River and Wash- 
ita, but are exceedingly unpopular. 
The religion professed is entire ly Ro- 
man Catholic. The clergy of this order 
however, are uot numerous; perhaps 
fifteen. The Bishop and four or five 
priests reside in New Orleans. Bis thop 
de Bury I believe to be a man of piety 
and I know that he laments the de- 
graded state of their church in Lovisia- 
na, ead mourns over the depravity and 
wickedness of the place in which he re- 
sides. The Bishop and Father Antonio 
favored the establishment of the Louis- 
iana Bible Society, which T trust will 
prove a a great and lasti ing blessing to the 
state.” 


“The Bishop,” says Mr. Mills, 


considered as a man of character and of 


extensive information; he ceme frem 
Baltimore and has been in New Orleans 
but afew months. He ‘gave it as his 
opinion, that there were not at this time 
twelve Bibles in the vicinity of New 
Orleans. He spoke of this city as being 
the most desperately wicked place he 


* Mr. Schermerhori’s Report. 


had ever been in ;” though “he had beex 
in France, and had opportunity of as, 
certaining the morals and religion in 
the cities of that kingdom.” 

‘The Louisiana Bible Society was es- 
tablished at New Orleans by the exer- 
tions of our missionaries, while they 
were there. ‘The Legislature was then 
in session, and gentlemen of influence, 
not in the city only, but in the state at 
large, became members. Very consid- 
erable attention was excited to the sub- 
ject, and many people began earnestly 
to inquire for the Bible. Cn the day 
the Bible Society was formed, Mr. Milis 
writes, “Lf was at the store of Mr. 
‘tackhouse this morning, and during a 
short stay there,five or six French people 
called on him inquiring for Bibles 
their language. Some of them belonged 
to the city, and some to the country.” 
Two days afterwards he writes: “* Mr. 
Stackhouse informed me this evening 
that a number of people called on bin 
for Bibles, mostly French Catholics. 

‘This is ce rtainly a wonderful day for 
New Orleans.—Mr. Stackhouse told me 
thet if he had ffty Bibles, they would 
all be disposed of at once””—A Mr. 
Dow has received, through a_ friend, 
twenty or thirty English Bibles, from 
the British and Fore ign Bible Society. 
These were all distributed. 

During their stay of about three 
weeks in New Grieans, our missionaries 
preached as often as they had opportuni- 
ty. Ofthe lest Sabbath Mr. Mills says, 
“In the evening the congregation was 
numerous for the place; pe thaps 200 
attended. Prother Schermerhorn prea- 
ched. Itwas said by those who had 
lived in the city a considerable time, 
they never saw so full a meeting hefore. 
After sermon, a collection of Gh dollers 
was made for the wissionaries.’—Mr. 
Schermerhorn had an invitation, a pret- 
ty pressing one, it would seem, to re- 
main at New Orleans, and settle in the 
ministry there. In relation to this he 
SaVs, “f regretted it could not be so ; for 
I believe the Lord has much people in 
that city; that itis an ample field for 
usefulness, and the most important situ- 
ation in the western country.” ¥ 

“In West Florida,” says Mr. Mills, 
“the people are extre mely ignorant. 
The attention of some of them has been 

lately called to religions subjects. Num- 

bers of them lore no time in soliciting 
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for a Bible whenever a prospect, that 
ihey may be supplied is presented, which 
is very rare. ‘There are ‘some families 
in this part of our country, who never 
-aw a Bible, nor heard of Jesus Christ ; 
and some there are, hopefully pious, 
who cannot obtain a Bible or evena 
Testament. The people to whom [ now 
refer speak the English language.” 

The view now given of these exten- 
sive, dark, and famishing regions of our 

country, can hardly fail deeply to affect 
the hearts of the friends of theRedeemer, 
and of those for whom he died ; and if it 
have the effeet to wake up the members 
of this Society and others to more earn- 
est prayer and exertion for the impart- 
ing of the blessings of the Gospel to 
such as are perishing for want of them, 
the design of presenting it wiil be an- 
swered:—From this distant excursion 
we return to things nearer home. 


(To be continued.) 


A letter from the Rev. Moses Brad- 
ford, of Francestown, N. H. to one 
of the publishing committee of the 
Vermont, Evangelical Magazine, 
dated, 


FRANCESTOWN, FEB. 8, 1815. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, 

A few particularg respecting the 
seriousness in this town must suffice 
ior the present. 

The late revival became more ap- 
parent in January and February 
1812, and has continued more or 
less to the present time. It appear- 

ed most powerful in the latter part 


of summer and in the beginning of 


fall. The attention has continued, 
considerably, since. Though the 
iruits of it have not been so appar- 
ent, yet numbers continue to be im- 
pressed, and some of late have en- 
tertained a hope. 

The means have been the publick 
worship of God, on the sabbath, oc- 
casional lectures, conferences, con- 
certs for prayer, funeral addresses, 
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catechising schools, family instruc- 
tions, &c. im connection with our 
Union Lectures, attended once a 
fortnight by the Ministers, Deacons, 
professors and others from several 
towns, in the vicinity, in some cen- 
tral place. The Union Lectures 
have been remarkably attended, for 
almost a year, (since their first es- 
tablishment,) in all seasons, and 
with unusual solemnity. Their 
good effects have become manifest, 
in several respects. In addition to 
these means I ought to notice, that 
the solemn dispensations of Divine 
Providence, in sending unusually 
desolating sickness, the last year, 
into several tow ns, ‘the settlement ot 
two ministers in the vicinity, and 
other solemn occasions have tended 
to render serious the minds of num- 
bers. 

. The revival has not been confin- 
ed to this town, but several neigh- 
boring towns have: shared more or 
less, in its happy effects. ‘There 
have been added to the churches, 
about thirty persons in Greenfield, 
fifty-two in Lyndborough, seventy- 
nine in Francestown*, and several 
in Mont-Vernon, New-Boston and 
Antrim. Some of these, however, 
who have joined the churches since 
the revival, had experienced a hope- 
ful change betore the commence- 
ment of it. The subjects of this 
work have been of various ages, 
from 15 to 65. Far the greatest 
proportion of them were baptized in 
infancy or their minority. This 
was the case with 75 of the number, 
who joined the church in this town. 
Dear brother, pray for us. 


M. BRADFORD. 


* We have lately learned that the 
whole number, which has been added to 
the church in Francestown is now 110. 
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94 Value of the art of Printing.....Bible Socictcill 


“ The value of the art of Printing 
as it respects the spread of the holy 
Scriptures, is strikingly evident, 
from the following memoranda of 


antiquity. 


“In the year 1272, the pay of a 
labouring man was three half pence 
per day*. In 1274, the price of a 
Bible, with a commentary, fairly 
written, was thirty poundst. That 
precious volume, which may now 
be obtained, by many labourers, for 
one day’s pay, would then have cost 
them more than thirteen years labour. 

* it is further worthy of remark, 
that, in the year 1240, the building 
of two arches of London Bridge cost 
twenty-five pounds{ ; five pounds 
less than the value of a Bible! 
How great are the privileges of 
British Christians ! We now enjoy 
the blaze of gospel-day ; the lines 
are fallen to us in pleasant places, 
yea, we have a goodly heritage. 
God grant that our ancestors may 
never rise in judgment against us 
for the abuse, or neglect, of the 
Scriptures ! 

“The above statement will also 
serve to show, that the honour of 
distributing the holy Scriptures ex- 
tensively has peculiarly devolved 
upon the present day. ‘The labour 
of writing them is no more. Their 
price now is very reasonable. The 
papal prohibition against reading 
them has Jost its force, and multi- 
tudes, with outstretched arms, are 


earnestly imploring them.” 
Evangelical Magasine, March 1807. 


*See Dugdale’s Warwickshire. +See 


Stow’s Annals, page 416. tSee Madox’s 
History of the Exchequer. 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 
*‘ In the fifth report of the Con- 


necticut Bible Society it is stated, 


that the Society has distributed the 
last year 2522 Bibles ; since the 
organization of the society in May, 
1809, it has distributed 10,141 Bij. 
bles. ‘Fheir receipts the last year 
amounted to 3345 dollars.” 


RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


It is stated in a letter from the 
Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society ; “ that in the Russian 
empire, the Bible Societies are ma- 
king rapid progress ; being now at 
least seven in number, which are 
engaged in printing the Holy Scrip- 
tures in ten different languages.” 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


* On Wednesday, May 4th, 1814, 
the tenth anniversary of this society 
was held at the Free-Mason’s Hall, 


.Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 


The Report, read by Lord Teign- 
mouth, the President, contained a 
variety of interesting matter relative 
to the progress made by the Insti- 
tution in different parts of the world. 
The total of net receipts within the 
year was reported to be $.387,628, 
and of payments, 375,866 dollars : 
and the Society’s engagements with 
its domestic and foreign societies, 
for the current year, 96,000 dollars. 
The total issue of Bibles and ‘Testa- 
ments by the Society, both at home 
and on the continent, amounted to 
1,026,815, and if to these be added 
122,000 printed, or now printing, 
by sociéties in Europe only, aided 
by the society at home, the total 
amount will be 1,158,850 copies. 
His royal highness the Duke of 
Kent and many other distinguished 
characters took a share in the busi- 
ness of the day. From the impor- 
tance of the communications, the 
number and rank of the attendance, 
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> the HB ond the interest excited by the able 
May, and impressive addresses, this may 
1 Bi. GR be justly considered as having ex- 
yea ceeded, in point of effect, any pre- 
ceding aniversary.” 
London Gazette of May 21. 
See Weekly Messenger of Aug. 5. 


if 

ae The following letter from the Rev. 
ssian Mr. —, one of the pastors of the 
ma German Lutheran church in Paris, 
W at addressed to Mr. —, February 
: are i 5th, 1812, is from the appendix to 
crip- the ninth report of the British and 
” S Foregn Bible Society. 


‘ Sin—About a month ago, our 

ETY. Consistory presented their united 
thanks to you for your present of 

814, 250 Bibles, and 50 New-Testa- 


slety ments, made to the needy members 
Tall, of our congregation. | now feel 
elds. myself called upon to add my indi- 
ign- vidual thanks to those of the Consis- 
il a tory, having since had many oppor- 
itive tunities of observing the beneficial 
nsti- 9m efiects of this seasonable gift. 1 
rid. know well, that a present of this 
the description was greatly wanted, both 
528, on account of the awful times, in 
ars : which infitelity, with fanatic fury, 
with had exerted itself to tear the bible 
ties, out oi the hands of the people, and 
jars. also in consequence of the impover- 
sta- ished state of many members of our 
ome congregation, who find it impossible 
l to ‘o purchase a bible. But, | freely 
ded own, I did not expect that this gift 
ing, would be received and improved so 
ded well as is actually the case. Not 
otal only our old invalids, but many oth- 
S. = €r poor families, whom I am in the 
e of habit of visiting, make a diligent 
hed and conscientious use of their bible. 
usi- To the sufferers, whose number is 
or- fie Very considerable in these times of 
the Pressure and calamity, it affords 
ce, comfort and refreshment. Our in- 


— a . 
vaiids daily assemble round the bed 
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of one of their sick comrades, read- 
ing in it, and edifying themselves 
together. An amiable young Ger- 
man, who had received one of our 
bibles, died a few days ago. His 
bible, which then came into the 
hands of a Catholic family in which 
he resided, was claimed by a Protes- 
tant for the Consistory ; but their 
departed friend, having been accus- 
tomed, after his work was done, to 
read the bible to them and their 
children, they had been inspired 
with such respect and love for this 
blessed work, that they expressed 
an earnest desire toe retain it; to 
which the Consistory willingly a- 
greed. Similar instances frequently 
occur. 

But what is still more gratifying 
to my heart, is the wish ot numbers 
who have not obtained a copy as 
yet, to be put in possession of it. 
Almost every day fresh applications 
are made, not only on the part oi 
our Lutherans, but also of our Re. 
formed and Catholic fellow-chris- 
tians. Indeed, we are at present 
quite overwhelmed with applica- 
tions of this kind, which we are un- 
able to satisfy, our desire of estab- 
lishing a bible society having not 
been accomplished as yet.” 


ANECDOTE. 

A comparison of the 53d chapter of 
Isaiah, with the account given in the 
four Evangelists of the sufferings of 
Christ, was the instrument of convin- 
cing the witty and wicked Rochester. 
The narrative by Burnet, is as follows: 
Rochester said to Burnet, “* Mr. Par- 
sons, in order to his conviction, read to 
him the 53d chapter of Isaiah, and com- 
pared that with our Saviour’s passion, 
that he might there see a prophecy con- 
cerning it, written many ages before it 
was done ; which the Jews that blas- 
phemed Jesus Christ, still kept in their 
hands as a book divinely inspired. He 
said to me—That, as he heard it read, 
he felt an inward force upon him, which 
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so enlightened his mind, and convinced 
liim, that he could resist it no longer ; 
for the words had an authority, which 
did shoot like rays or beams in his mind, 
so that he was not only convinced by 
the reasonings he had about it, which 
satisfied his understanding, but by a 

ower, Which did so effectually constrain 
fim, that he did ever after as firmly be- 
lieve in his Saviour, as if he had seen 
him in the clouds. He had made it to 
be read so often to him, that he had got 
it by heart ; and went through a great 
part of it in discourse with me, with a 


ws 


sort of heavenly pleasure, giving me his 
reflections upon it. Some few I remem. 
ber: Who hath believed our report ? 
Here, be said, was foretold the opposi- 
tion the gospel was to meet with from 
such wretches as he was. He hath no 
form or comeliness ; and when we shall 
see him, there was no beauty, that we 
should desire him. On this he said, 
‘‘the meanness of his appearance and 
person has made vain and foolish people 
disparage him, because he came not in 
such a fool’s coat as they delight in.” 
Religious Remembrance; 













POETRY. 


From the Christian Observer. 
HYMN FOR EPIPHANY. 


“ Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us 
thine aid! 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is 
‘aid! 


Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are 
shining, 
Low lies his bed with the beasts of 
the stall! 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining ; 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of 
all! 


Say, shall we yield him, in costly devo- 
tion, 
Odours of Edom and offerings divine ; 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the 
ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest and gold from 
the mine ? 


Vainly we offer each ample oblation ; 
Vainly with gold would his favour 
secure ; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration ; 
Dearer to God are the prayers of ihe 
poor! 
Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us 
thine aid ! 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 


Guide where our infant Redeemer is 
haid.”? 


ORIGINAL POETRY. 


ENnGross’p with cares, beset with siu, 

Fill’d with tormenting doubts within, 
I droop along the way : 

Darkness before, and death behind, 

And nought to ease the anxious mind, 
Or yield one cheering ray. 


Temptations strong before me rise, 
Illusive joys deceive my eyes, 
My faith is weak, or gone ; 
My heart is hard, it cannot melt, 
Yet conscience still presents my guilt, 
And thunders you’re undone. 


L want a heart to mourn for sin, 

To feel its guilt and plague within, 
And groan beneath the weight ; 

O that my spirit mourn’d with grief, 

That tears suffus’d my blushing cheek, 
That sin my soul could hate. 


My broken vows rise fresh in view, 
My early goodness like the dew 
Dissoiving into air : 
Yet there is mercy with the Lord, 
There still is balm in Gilead, 
And a Physician there. 


Why, O my soul, why thus cast down? 

Believe the Saviour, take the crown, 
And enter on thy rest: 

I come, my Lord, to ease my pains, 

To wash my guilt, and purge my stam. 
And be divinely blest. 





